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The Valley of Stone Greenway : A Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway

Appendix 1: Route Description and Detailed Proposals
RAWTENSTALL
This appendix sets out a detailed description of
the whole route starting at Rawtenstall Station and
ending at Rochdale Station and Canal. The route is
split into 6 sections, so as to allow detailed points,
sketches and proposals to be followed in order along
the route. These details are really at the core of
creating an attractive and popular route. They are
put forward for discussion, in some cases for ongoing
negotiations with landowners and where this is agreed,
on the documents and plans required for planning
applications.
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The point of this work is to secure a portfolio of agreed
schemes, each one ready for whatever funds may be
allocated or available over the next few years.

Shawforth
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In some cases the proposals have already been
revised a number of times to meet requests or
constraints, and it is recommend that this Appendix
1 is treated as a project work book which is updated
from time to time until it records the whole project as
completed.
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The following copyright applies to all maps in this document:
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Rochdale MBC Licence
No. LA 100023108 (2013)
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Map 1 : Rawtenstall Town Centre to Rakehead

The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
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Introduction

5

The document is arranged so as to give an overview of the route divided into 6 sections
of which this is the first. Each section of the overview is followed by a number of more
detailed plans covering particular sections. Here we have endeavoured to provide
sufficient detail for the project to be able to understand how this route can be pieced
together in a practical way.
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The photographs of stones are taken from the old railway and are intended to give a visual
reference to this Valley of Stone Greenway.
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1:10,000 scale when printed at A3 size
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1.

2.

3.

The Railway Station is the end of the line. The
first section of the old railway is now Bocholt Way,
constructed to bypass Bacup Road and to take
traffic from the town centre. Rather than build a
cycling route along the south side of this road, it
would be better to link the station to the town centre
as shown here.
Follow the wide pavements on this side of the
notorious gyratory with crossings provided at all road
junctions.
The open town centre space could be a focus for
cycle routes and a convenient start to Bank Street
and its shops.

4.

Bacup Road is not ideal but it does link to the old
bridge under the railway which takes you onto
Fallbarn Road which is suitable for cycling.

5.

There are some ghost lines here which could be
adopted to include a turn right cycling logo. This
leads to a dipping link under the main road via a
former railway accommodation bridge.

6.

Follow Falbarn Road, which needs some repairs to
its surface to join the railway path at Hill End Lane.

7.

This start of the Greenway deserves a prominent
entrance feature, and one which makes quite sure
that all the passing motorists know that there is an
alternative way to travel.

8.

The existing greenway, Alan Fishwick Way 1000m
long, starts at Hill End Lane and follows the line of
the old railway, at least to start with. Although this
is a built up area, and factories crowd to one side,
the other side of the path is often open hillside or
woodlands which together makes this an attractive
greenway route for much of its length all through to
Rochdale.

At the same time the
greenway route is south of
the main road through the valley
and so is separated from most of
11
the residential areas by lying to the
north. So it does become an important
12
part of the project to ensure that there are
good links across the road and onto the path at
frequent intervals.
9.
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The existing Toucan crossing is well located to
link the Greenway, provided the footway from Peel
Street, which is balustraded off from the main road,
can be designated for shared use.

Stacksteads
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10. An excellent section of twin path designed to
separate horses here. This standard cannot be
achieved throughout, and elsewhere a wide grass
verge will have to provide the basis for a bridlepath
route. There will also be some locations where a
separate, or braided route, is the more appropriate
so as to bypass constricted sections or ones running
along a road.
11. At Highfield Road the surface inexplicably stops
either side of the rutted stone road and this should
be rectified. Past the road the path narrows to a
single shared use but is adequate if kept cleared
back.
12. Because factories occupy the track bed the path
rises up and crosses Lench Road at a sharp side
slope which could be extremely dangerous in ice
or wet conditions. The sketch shows how the
introduction of an Ogee speed hump could result in
a level passage for the cyclists
13. Former information centre with could be useful in the
future.
14. The old stone setted road is now completely ruined
and it needs to be rebuilt and tarmaced to reach Hot
Mill Road.

15

15. The existing
bridge over the
river needs some
repairs to its parapet. It
is though an attractive part
of the route and gives a good view up and down the
river. It carries a public footpath which continues
through a wide opening under the Gemini factory
buildings. The route could be continued beside the
main road to join Stansfield Road, provided the Bus
stop could be replaced with a slenderer version.

Rakehead
21

18. Alternatively it may be possible to bypass the plant
hire site with a path cut into the hillside as shown in
the detail. This will not be particularly easy but it will
be an attractive route with good views.

16. It would be of benefit to the factory to divert the
footpath along this alignment so that they could gate
off the factory entrance (except for vehicular access
to the field centre). Such a diversion would be
possible if factory land adjacent to their building was
made available by moving the boundary fence as
shown in the detail. In practice such an option would
require the support of Buckhurst Plant and would be
best achieved through a route built under any future
development of their station warehouse site.

19. New 12m span bridge can be placed on retaining
walls of former railway. This then leads straight into
the first tunnel which is currently bricked up.

17. Widen the footway for shared use across the old
railway warehouse entrance and rejoin Stansfield
Road.

21. Royds Road is being developed as a suitable
bridleway route to bypass the Newchurch Tunnels
which are unsuitable for horses.

20. This section starts has two memorable tunnels,
140m and 230m respectively, separated by an open
ledge 110m long. This leads through to an attractive
woodland ride. These two tunnels are of a quite
modest length, are straight with good visibility, and
are soundly built through rock.

February 2013
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway : 1.7km : Link to Hill End Lane

N

There are some ghost lines here which could
be adopted to include a turn right cycling logo.
This leads to a dipping link under the main road
via a former railway accommodation bridge.
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This start of the Greenway
deserves a prominent entrance
feature, and one which makes
quite sure that all the passing
motorists know that there is an
alternative way to travel.

Follow Falbarn Road, which
needs some repairs to its
surface to join the railway
path at Hill End Lane.
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway : 2.3km : Lench Road Crossing
1:1,250 scale when
printed at A3 size

Highfield Road requires a
strong surface to give a smooth
crossing so as to maintain
continuity of the route
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“Ogee” speed hump designed to provide
a strip of level surface for cyclists as they
turn across this road, as well as to slow
down traffic on the road

Remove
redundant
fences

Tarmac the approaches either side to
provide a smooth crossing and to deal with
any run off from the road
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View of Lench Road Crossing showing works required
Note the gradient of the approach ramps either side of this crossing need to
be improved, if possible to achieve a slope of
no more than 1:20
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway

Paint route of Greenway along
wide footway in red with
‘elephant’s footprints’ across the
side road. Flush all kerbs
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View of detail connecting Worth Lane to Stonefield Road
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2.7km : Alternative Diversions at Gemini and Buckhurst Plant (Sections shown on following page)
1.

The existing bridge over the river needs some repairs to its parapet. It is though
an attractive part of the route and gives a good view up and down the river. It
carries a public footpath which continues through the factory buildings.

2.

It would be of benefit to the factory to divert the footpath along this alignment
so that they could gate off the factory entrance (except for vehicular access to
the field centre). Such a diversion would be possible if factory land adjacent to
their building was made available by moving the boundary fence as shown in the
sketch. The new fence would need to be to an advanced specification and better
that the existing chain link. For about 10m adjacent to the bridge a new steel
parapet would be required above the retaining wall.

7.

Cut off the corner of the storage yard by 2.5m to reach the bridge site as shown in
the sketch.

8.

3.
4.
5.

6.

Massive remaining railway piers remain to take a new 8m long bridge. Ramp
down to join Worth Lane.
Worth Lane is narrow and used by Buckhurst Plant Hire but the total number of
vehicle movements is small. However the width of the road may be considered a
drawback to this route.
As an interim route the current Hot Mill Road passes through the Gemini factory

buildings via a wide open passageway. On occasions this is used by factory
vehicles between the two buildings. Cyclists should be asked to slow down or
dismount. This then leads to a residential cul de sac with parked cars.

9.

The footway could be converted to shared use. It varies in width from 2.6m to
3.0m. The main road is wide here and even more space could be gained by
realigning the kerb which would be desirable if this was to become the final
permanent route. The bus stop on the bridge is a particularly large one which
obstructs most of the pavement. This could be replaced with much slenderer
ones as seen elsewhere along this route. Care crossings of side roads should be
marked out in paint to give priority to pedestrians and cyclists.
Alternatively it may be possible to bypass the plant hire site with a path cut into
the hillside as shown in the sketch. This will not be particularly easy but it will be
an attractive route with good views.
Construct new zig zag ramp to 1:20 gradients and a generous width.
This would augment or supersede the groundwork ramps already in place.

10. Follow the field edge with a culvert over the stream.

John Grimshaw January 2013
12. This is an attractive pond but its overflow needs to be rebuilt and damage from
erosion repaired.
13. Drop gently down the hillside at an even gradient. All through this site the path
would need to be securely fenced off from the Buckhurst plant area.
14. On this corner some retaining works or revetments are required.
15. Rejoin the road at the start of the works entrance.
16. Follow Stonefield Road through to the start of the next traffic free greenway
section.
17. A further option might be possible if the main site and warehouse was to be
developed. The proposals could continue the Greenway along a route near this
southern boundary, ramping down to cross Worth Road on the level, where the
passage of Buckhurst Plant vehicles would need to be protected by means of
traffic lights or similar. Note that this route could be implemented at an early stage
by agreement of Buckhurst Plant, provided that it was clearly fenced off from the
remainder of their works.

11. Drop down onto the lower ledge to line up with the embankment of
the Flash.
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Gemini Option
View of path
past
Gemini
Dispersions
building

New security
fence 2.4m high,
vee beam steel
weldmesh on
steel posts or
similar

Approximate
line of existing
fence - to be
removed

View of
proposed
path around
eastern end of
Buckhurst site
Varies

3m

1m

1m
clear to
wall of
warehouse

Install steel
balustrade above
retaining wall
where bank is
narrow.
Note: a similar
balustrade will
also be required
at corner of
hard standing
approaching the
proposed bridge
site

2.4m high
“vee” bar
steelmesh
fence, on steel
posts painted
green

Gabions or large
rock wall to
make boundary
around pinch
point of works

Min path width
2m with 0.5m
verge against
fence

2m
security
fence

French drain
around
hillside

Security fence to
be a little down the
hillside in order to
maintain the view
from the path

1.0
– 0.5m
verge

Drain set
above
path

John Grimshaw January 2013

Over a short section
here the path will
require a retaining
wall or similar

Storage
tanks

2m
minimum

Mesh rock
basket or similar
to reinforce the
slope

3m

To works

1.4m

View of path
at narrowest
section past
the tank
storage area
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Buckhurst Plant Option

Approximate
line of path and
fence

View of path as it cuts
around the hillside east of
the “Flash” as it descends
gradually to exit from
Buckhurst Plant Hire land

Note this area is to be
reconstructed with
new workshops in the
near future

Path crosses dam bank
which needs to be
repaired and provided
with a permanent
overflow

View of possible route of path behind Buckhurst Plant Depot

The Valley of Stone Greenway :

Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
View of path alongside Gemini Dispersions premises showing route of
path and new fence line

2.7km : Alternative Diversions at Gemini and Buckhurst Plant
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway : 3.7km : The Newchurch Tunnels
This is a particularly interesting section of the route
where the railway infrastructure in the shape of the 2
tunnels remains intact. The combination we have here
is especially fortuitous. At the west end one emerges
from the tunnel to pass almost immediate over the river
which is a nice contrast. And the potentially long tunnel
is broken into two shorter sections with a rather scenic
opening between them looking out onto a steeply wooded
gorge with road and river running through.
1.

The route approaches from Rawtenstall along the
riverside lane beside the former coal yard.

2.

If then crosses the route of the Mary Townley Loop
with its protected Pegasus light crossing Bacup Road
nearby. A small piece of overgrown waste

ground gives plenty of scope for lining up the path to
look through the barrel of the tunnel.
3.

4.

5.

A short 10m span bridge can make use of the former
masonry abutments so little more is required than to
install a propriety steel bridge. A slightly long span is
required if one is to align the path with the tunnels.
Newchurch No.1 - 160m long. Both tunnels appear
to be in sound condition, driven through hard rock,
and need very little repair work. It is best to asphalt
through almost full width to give as wide a surface as
possible. Lighting is mostly LED based these days
and the low power requirements to both tunnels can
readily be supplied from the west end.

6.

This open balcony section 130m long is a real feature
of the route. Apart from its facing coldly north, it will
be a good place to stop and view the surroundings
for which a central feature may be appropriate. It
should be cleared of undergrowth but the specimen
trees kept.
Newchurch No. 2 tunnel is longer at 380m, but still
with the comfort of looking straight through. There
are a number of tunnels of this sort of length on
popular paths in the UK.

7.

The parallel unused tunnel has no real part to play in
this project.

8.

This is an attractive woodland section with a waterfall
which could be treated as a feature. Construct the

© Crown Copyright. Rochdale MBC
Licence No. LA 100023108 (2013)

standard 3.0m wide bitmac path through here taking
care to dig open ditches for good drainage, and ease
out any slopes in the gradient of the path.
9.

Start of ramp described in Rakehead detail.
Rakehead Lane is the works access for this whole
tunnel section so the bridge at the western end need
only be 2m wide which will help limit unauthorised
use by vehicles.

10. The single bore Newchurch Tunnels are not suitable
for shared equestrian use. So Proffitts have brought
forward Royds Road as a bridleway route to bypass
this section.
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Newchurch Tunnel No.1 (western) 143m long,
No.2 (eastern) 268m long
The Jacob’s Report, May 2012, inspected these
tunnels and found them sound but requiring a
certain amount of work in clearing off vegetation
from the portals, repointing and new brickwork
over small areas of up to 1.5m x 0.5m required
new brickwork. The consultants estimate for
essential works for the two tunnels was £41,000
and this sum has been included in this report.
Note that tunnel No.1 is currently blocked off at
both ends whilst No.2 is completely open.

3

3000

1.

2

1

2.
300

3800

The exiting ballast surface should be
cleaned of any detritus and then compacted
to give a 50mm camber. The surface
should be machine laid dense bitmac 60mm
thick, 3800 wide with a 50mm camber
for drainage. White lines either side are
helpful as shown in the photograph of the
Devonshire Tunnel in Bath opened in 2013.
300mm should be left unsurfaced either side

of the bitmac so as to allow seepage water
to drain away. This area of ballast should
be brought up to the level of the surface of
the bitmac with a loosely compacted layer of
type 1 stone.
3.

John Grimshaw March 2013

The tunnel lighting should be 15W LED units
located 3m from the ground and arranged
to point downwards. They should be at
7.0m spacing, either side of the tunnel and
staggered as shown in the photograph.
Approximately 110 units will be required
resulting in a total power consumption
of 1.7kW. These could be switched off
between 10pm and 6am but otherwise
should be left on continuously.
The vault of the tunnel will be left almost
completely dark so that any summer
roosting bats will find the conditions little
changed.

Example of tunnel lighting in Devonshire Tunnel, Bath

300
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway :
3.7km : Newchurch Tunnels West - Details of route proposals

2

Clear all trees from
floor of cutting

3

1

Plant additional trees
to continue existing
avenue

4
5
6
7

View of the balcony section showing route of path to tunnel
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Newchurch
Tunnel in
distance

11

Steel balustrade
1.25m high with
2 rails minimum

12

Riverside
retaining wall

14
15
13

Section through approach to
western cutting looking towards
Rawtenstall

River Irwell

Path construction for tunnel
approaches
1. Construct junction with public road,
flush with greenway markings.
2.

3.

4.

5.

3m wide path to be built at an even
gradient from the road to the new
bridge. Clear ground for 2m either
side and grass with wild flower
mixture to make an open approach to
tunnels.

brought from the nearest street light
via a cable attached to new bridge.
Cable supply to continue through
length of tunnel and then in buried
trench to supply eastern tunnel.
Surface 3.5m wide width through
tunnel as shown in the detail.
6.

Skew bridge similar to bridge
constructed on Padiham 15m
Greenway.
Clear the approach to both tunnels
of all trees and grass open surface
so as to let the maximum light into
the tunnel. Raise effective height of
boundary wall to 1.25m with a steel
railing.
Remove the wall sealing up the
original (northern) tunnel and carry
out programme of repointing and
repairs as set out in the consultant’s
report.
Pierce portal wall of new (southern)
tunnel and add “bat bricks” so as to
enable bats to root in this long tunnel.
Light both the north tunnels as shown
in the detail with electrical power

Clear vegetation off original road
bridge, make steps up from cycle
path and install stone seats for
overlooking the new bridge and
tunnel.

7.

Repair footpath up the hill.

8.

Replace timber balustrades with steel
post and rail and position a seat to
have a good view of tunnel below.

9.

This path climbs to have magnificent
views out over the gorge below. An
informal path could be developed to
continue along the edge of the hill to
return to the trackbed east of the 2
tunnels. This will provide a circular
walk and an alternative for any
pedestrian who did not want to walk
through the tunnels.

10. Clear approach to tunnel of all except
selected specimen trees. Construct

3m wide path with grass verge. Erect
steel balustrade rails alongside the
river retaining wall for 35m.
11. Existing link path. Reposition the
roadside barrier so as to allow access
to the roadside footway.
12. Replace wooden parapet rails with
steel ones. Keep the specimen trees
as an avenue.

Ditch or french
drain on uphill
side of path

Grass up
shoulder flush
to path

3m

3m wide machine laid bitmac 60mm thick with
central camber laid on 250mm thick compacted
stone 3.5m wide, in turn laid on reinforced
polypropylene fabric

Scale 1:50

13. Demolish end wall of adit connecting
through to southern tunnel and
replace with heavy steel barred
locked gate so as to allow the
occasional inspection of the long
tunnel and access for bats.
14. Clean up portal at start of 264m long
east tunnel. Ensure that drainage
systems are continuing to function
properly and take water to discharge
in the river.

New path
Ne

w

New masonry
wall and railing

Proposed Spodden Bridge as
prepared by County Council

br

id

15. Lighting all through the tunnels with
LED units 7m apart staggered on
alternate sides of the tunnel.
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway : 3.7km : Newchurch Tunnels East - Details of route proposals

0 metres
1:1000 at A3

16
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The eastern
portals - view
looking towards
Rawtenstall
Corrugated stainless steel rolled to approximately profile of
tunnel and fixed 150mm clear of the tunnel. The inside span
is to be 3.9m so that the water drips centrally onto the loose
stone below. This water falling will be an interesting feature of
the route through the tunnel.

18
23
19

20

16. Continue through Newchurch Tunnel with
lighting as shown in the photograph. The
surface of the path is to be machine laid bitmac
set direct onto the existing ballast once it
has been levelled and compacted. 300m of
exposed stone should be left either side for
drainage. There are two locations where there
is a considerable ingress of water falling on
the path. At these two points a short length
of corrugated stainless steel sheeting could
usefully be installed to channel the water away
to the side of the tunnel as shown in the sketch.
17. The largest part of the damage to the masonry
walls is at this end of the tunnel at the point
where the brick lining abuts the masonry walls.
About 4sq. metres of brickwork needs to be
rebuilt, and a certain amount of pointing should
be carried out to make good the portals. Again
this eastern end of the southern tunnel which
remains blocked off, should be pierced with bat
openings to provide a useful roost in this closed
off tunnel.
18. The cross culvert here needs to be cleaned out
and repaired, and the path should be carried
across it on a low 400mm high causeway in
case of future flooding from blockages or the
like.
19. There is a well used informal path climbing up
the side of the cutting to pass over the tunnel.

21

22

24

25

26

27

This could usefully be formalised to give a shirt
circular walk, to give good views over the gorge
and to provide an option for someone who
might not wish to walk through the tunnel.

23. This woodland area appears unused and it
should be investigated to see if there is the
possibility of attaching it to the railway path and
including a woodlands walk through it.

20. All through the cutting here the trees should be
removed from the floor of the railway as far as
the south side of the cutting so as to let light
into the area and to provide as much openness
as possible for a safe approach to the tunnels.
In this area there is a mound of material across
the trackbed – of uncertain origin. It obscures
the view of the approach to the tunnel and
should be cut away and stacked up on the
south side as shown in the sketch. This will
create a feature as well as a direct view through
the line of the tunnel.

24. At the point the path crosses the railway culvert
the route diverges from the existing rough track
to the Rakehead Lane crossing.

21. This is a significant culvert whose blockage
has flooded 30 or 40 metres of the track. It is
probably damaged beyond repair and a new
600mm diameter culvert should be excavated
across the track to reach the river. In addition
the path should be built through on a low
causeway to make doubly certain the path stays
dry.
22. All through this section there is a running ditch
along the south side of the track. This should
be deepened and the bund reinforced as shown
in the sketch.

3.9m
Water drip or cascade
depending upon the
conditions

25. The path follows up the hollow and then
cuts through the existing bank and path,
approximately 2m deep so as to maintain an
even gradient up to the road crossing.
26. Rakehead Lane is to be crossed immediately
downhill of the cast iron bridge.
27. Royds Road has bridleway status and provides
the equestrian route to avoid the Newchurch
Tunnels.
Cut away spoil and heap it up to the
south side

3.5m

4.2m

Cross section showing water guard 2m long to be
used at 2 locations in the longer eastern tunnel
Existing ditch to be cleaned out and deepened and the
side bank strengthened so that there is no danger of
water flooding into the path

1m

View of path past area of fill looking
towards tunnel portal

View of typical path looking
westward from near the factory
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Map 2 of 6: Rakehead to Britannia

The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
1.

2.

Rakehead Lane Bridge has been infilled and so
the path has to climb by 10m or so, with difficult
gradients of 1:6. This gradient could be ameliorated
by crossing the road as far downhill as possible,
and by using the adjacent gully to take the path on
a longer route all with a view of achieving at least a
1:15 gradient, preferable 1:20. This is all shown on
the detailed plan.
The existing path climbs steeply through woods
to Blackwood Road. There seems to be no way
through on the level where a factory blocks the
level railway route. However the gradient could
be considerably eased by constructing diagonally
across the hillside as shown in the detail. This
Rakehead and Blackwood section is the subject of a
current project by Proffitts.

7.

It had been hoped that it would have been possible
to reach an agreement with the owners of No.2 Lee
Road for the link through. However this has not
proved to be the case. The only alternative short of
purchasing the property is to run a 45m long bridge
up the course of the river to bypass this landowner.

8.

A new link across this rough ground 60m long will
need to be evenly graded to give an easy slope
from Glen Street to the new Futures Mountain Bike
Centre.

9.

3.

The path through the park has been reconstructed.

4.

The existing path around the recreation ground
needs to be doubled in width and a link through the
railway embankment to Herbert Street housing made.

5.

The connection to Fairholme Lane at the back of the
warehouses beside the river needs to be formalised
as part of any land exchange being considered by
the Council.

6.

security whilst allowing free passage for the public.
The grit in the tunnel would though need to be stored
elsewhere.

entrance the footway is much wider and the cycling
route could be marked out on it with clear markings
across each factory site entrance.

12. A link up to the drive in Stubbylee Park would also
be a valuable part of the Futures Centre and would
give this Victorian park a new focus and popularity.
The ramp can be constructed entirely in earthworks.
Once the Park Drive has been reached this leads
to an existing cycling route up to Lee Quarries,
and one at a rather easier gradient than the direct
tramway down (7). A route via the parks could also
be the basis of a connection through to New Lines
Reservoir although this does have the disadvantage
of bypassing Bacup.
13. The crossing of New Line at this point is not
particularly easy as there is no space for a central
island or Toucan lights. However should there a long

The new Centre is to open here in 2014 to cater
for an estimated 100,000 visitors a year. Although
provisionally aimed at servicing Lee Quarries
above, this centre could also be a power house for
promoting leisure and everyday cycling. For this it
will be particularly important that the Rossendale
and Rochdale Greenway is completed in either
direction to give an easier route option for families
and novices whilst other in their party are careering
around in the quarries.

The Greenway route

14

13

Key links
Existing traffic free path

11

Stubbylee Park

8

2

9

17

7

5

20. The Britannia Greenway is the last part of the climb
up to the summit at Trough Gate at a level just short
of 1000ft above sea level. It is also the only section
in Rossendale which retains bridges arching over the
track running below along its cutting. It is also the
most surprising section because it is all but invisible
from the nearby main road. The existing gravel
path has been greatly damaged by washouts from
inadequate drainage channels and more recently
this year a retaining wall collapse which completely
blocked the channel. Accordingly sorting out the
drainage will be of first importance, as shown in the
detail.

16

12

3
1

Rockcliffe

15

6

16. Cut a zig zag ramp here and utilise the open space at
the end of the warehouse unit to reach The Sidings
which continue up the valley as a rather attractive
road winding around a pocket of woodland to the
south, as shown in the detail.

19. The Height Barn option from Moorlands Park is an
excellent option with extensive views, even if it does
not resolve a connection to the centre of Bacup

Key

4

15. Follow the line of the old railway along the floor of the
valley to Lane End Road.

18. Widen the link to the New Line Reservoir path.
Once here we have reached the start of the virtually
complete route to the Common in Rochdale – a
considerable achievement.

Bacup

11. The New Line Tunnel forms the most direct route to
Bacup and thence to Whitworth. The approach road
and yard are currently used by Lancashire County
Council Highways for maintenance vehicles and the
100m tunnel for storage of grit. It would be possible
to fence a strip off the south side of the yard and
to modify the existing gates to maintain complete

Detailed drawing

14. The options for making a connection to Bacup Town
Centre are described in some detail on the inset map.
The ideal level routes along the approximate line of
the former railway will need to wait until the future of
the Sulzer lands is known. However the Rockcliffe
Housing development is on site and links should be
agreed at an early stage.

17. Use this cut through to reach the main road where a
central island would make an appropriate crossing
allowing the traffic to be negotiated one lane at a
time.

See separate
document for
Bacup Link

10. Main route to Mountain Bike circuits.

The section from Fairholme Lane to Stubbylee Park is
almost entirely lost. At least five bridges have been
demolished and the line built over. The only traffic
free option for this section is to construct a new path
alongside the south side of the river at the bottom of
beech woods leading up to the cemetery. The work
for this is shown in the detail. Alternatively the route
needs to follow the footway. Once past Ormerod’s

delay in freeing up the Tunnel route, then a crossing
is needed here to link to Bacup.

18

N

Nun Hills

19

10

Britannia

Rake Head
20
1:10,000 scale when printed at A3 size
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
4.4km : Rakehead Lane Crossing
The Rakehead railway bridge remains but is infilled as are the approach
cuttings either side. The existing rough path climbs steeply either side, and
inexplicably crosses the road much higher up the hill than necessary and at a
point where there is only limited visibility for traffic coming down the hill. The
scheme shown here aims to achieve a 1:20 gradient on either side of the road
with the minimum climb. It does not propose to reopen the bridge because
(i) we have no idea of the condition of the bridge and (ii) we need to make a
connection to this road for local access.
1.

Path from the 2 Tunnels to be rebuilt to standard 3m width.

2.

Veer away from the boundary (and nearby houses) to start climbing at
1:15 on fill as shown in the section. (It proved not possible to achieve the
slacker 1:20 on this side as the railway formation falls away).

3.

4.

1

Cut through this area of fill on top of the original railway cutting as shown
in the section. This material can be used for the lower sections of path
built on fill, or mounded up in a heap on the line of the original to be
abandoned path. It should NOT be removed from site.
The newly built ramp, over 100 long, should now reach the road at about
plus 5.0m above the original track bed. Break through the boundary walls
just downhill from the bridge parapets, make flush kerbs, and mark out the
road crossing with “elephants footprints” to define route.

5.

Veer into the hillside to win material if required and move to the path away
from the neighbouring garden.

6.

Construct lower level in fill to achieve 1:20 gradient. On this side the
ramp will need to be about 80m long on account of the original railway
itself having climbed over the section past the bridge. The cast iron bridge
parapet will be a feature alongside the path here and it could be painted up
to look interesting.

7.

4

The path continues in the standard section.

2
3
Existing

7

6

5

N

path

John Grimshaw February 2013
Revised August 2013

Section

1:1,250 scale when
printed at A3 size
0
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100

© Crown Copyright. Rochdale MBC
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Current
path to be
abandoned

Excavate fill placed
on railway route

Standard 3m bitmac path
dropping at a gradient of 1:20

Approximate outline
of former railway
cutting now filled

Section : Showing
the path cutting away
through the fill west of
Rakehead Lane

Note: The next two pages show these ramps in much greater detail.

Location

Rakehead Lane showing the proposed
entrance to be made through the railway
boundary wall just down hill of the remaining
bridge parapet. These bridge parapets will be
attractive features clearly visible from the path
approach on either side. They could be painted
in the project colours

Rakehead Lane looking down hill. The existing
path crossing is in the foreground and the
proposed crossing point is shown marked out with
‘elephants footprints’ and breaking through the
boundary wall at a convenient point downhill from
the original bridge parapet walls which can remain
as a feature
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
4.4km : Detail of ramp to the west of Rakehead Lane
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
4.4km : Detail of ramp to the east of Rakehead Lane
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway 4.8km : The climb to Blackwood Road - proposals to ease the gradient to 1:20
1.

Existing path along the railway corridor to be reconstructed to a 3m
wide bitmac surface as shown in the standard path cross section.

2.

The existing path is very steep and the next page shows how the
path can be realigned to ramp up gradually at a gradient of 1:20.
The whole of the slope to be cut across is recent infill above the
area of former tramways down from the quarries.

3.

4.

Intersect the existing path at grade so that it can still be used by
pedestrians. This is the approximate alignment of the Brandwood
Quarry Tramway and this junction should be marked out with a
large rock detail.

7
6

1

Route continues to join Blackwood Road on the level. Reconstruct
this as in section C and remove the existing barriers.

6.

Maintain the lower path, but to a narrower width of 2m, to link to
Baldwin Street for the valuable link to Rock Hill Road and a large
residential area.

7.

This wide verge could be formalised with a path near the riverside
and a line of trees to separate off the industrial loading area.

8.

Provide for this link through to Railway Street, Mark Street and
Heath Hill Drive.

9.

This upper section of the path can be retained and improved for a
direct link to the local housing.

4
5

3

2

The map shows our original proposals for cutting on this upper
slope and filling on the lower. In fact the cross slope is sufficiently
slack to allow the path to be on cut and fill throughout as shown in
detail on the next page.

5.

8

9

N
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Location

The standard path cross section

Ditch or french
drain on uphill
side of path

Grass up
shoulder flush
to path
3m

3m wide machine laid bitmac 60mm thick with
central camber laid on 250mm thick compacted
stone 3.5m wide, in turn laid on reinforced
polypropylene fabric

Scale 1:50

John Grimshaw February 2013

Blackwood Climb showing where route of upper section of path ramps up
through fairly new woodlands. The trees up hill of the ramp to be removed and
the excavated slope grassed
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway 5.7km : Ormerod Section
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Fairholme Lane link

N

View of path around Stacksteads Park

Location
This page describes the section where the former railway runs close beside
the various Ormerod works. A number of details need to be resolved to make
the best of the route. The points are described here.

6.

Stacksteads Playing Field.

11. Follow Fairholme Lane and Holm Street.

7.

Cut through to make a new link to Herbert Street. This is an important
link to give access for a number of residential streets to the Greenway and
playing fields. This link could rise towards its centre and then provide a
side ramp up to the lookout area. Plant trees as shown.

12. This path is tight against the river and some 2m of additional width is
needed to be gained by moving the Ormerod fence slightly further from
the river’s edge. This would allow the riverside wall to be repaired and the
path maintained.

1.

Newly completed path through Stacksteads Park.

2.

A very difficult steel barrier obstructs easy access and should be replaced
by a white bollard.

8.

The existing tarmac path is rather narrow and in due course should be
widened out to 3m.

This area maybe sold to Ormerod. Note the need to carefully retain
sections either end so as to maintain a green feel for local residents.

13. The fence needs to be repositioned to allow for an improved ramp to the
bridge.

9.

This access gate also needs to be modified for ease of entry, and a clump
of trees are needed in this corner and along the Ormerod boundary to
mark an otherwise bleak industrial façade.

14. Existing bridge is suitable for shared use and the start of the route to Lee
Road and Futures Park.

3.
4.
5.

This cross link to Commercial Street needs to be eased out at either end
to provide a through passage for cyclists and wheelchairs.
This low embankment has already been treated as a bit of a view point
over the playing fields. This could be developed some more and the
existing narrow path and steps maintained.

10. The sale of the railway to the north of Ormerod does require in exchange
a formal agreement on the way through by the riverside or otherwise the
continuity of the route is broken. A 4m width of the current tarmac should
be marked out as a permanent right of way.

15. If the riverside option fails then the route has no choice but to follow the
main road footway for a short section. Ideally the carriageway would be
narrowed at this point so as to allow a wide path for shared use.
John Grimshaw May 2013
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway 6.2km : Proposed route at the foot of the slope below Fairwell Cemetery
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The section from Fairholme Lane to Stubbylee Park is
almost entirely lost. At least five bridges have been
demolished and the line built over. The only traffic
free option for this section is to construct a new path
alongside the south side of the river at the bottom of
beech woods leading up to the cemetery.
1.

Negotiate to slightly reposition this boundary fence
in order to gain a little more width to the existing
path.

2.

Ease the gradients to the existing bridge which can
be used for shared use.

3.

Construct new path 250m along the largely level
piece of land beside the river. Retain as may trees
as possible. The cross section sketch shows the
need for a balustrade rail beside the retaining wall to
the river.

3a. Over a short section there is a rough, tumbled area
which maybe material tipped over from making
the cemetery area at the top of the hill, and maybe
partly a slipped area. It is covered by a tangle of

trees and fallen rocks so is difficult to see exactly
what the best arrangement is. This is likely to be
a combination of drainage, excavation and a small
amount of retaining gabions or similar over a short
length. The final path will need to climb a little as
material has fallen over the original track, and this
level change should ensure gradients are kept to
1:20.
3b. The path returns to bank level and regains a short
section of the original alignment before ramping
up to the level of Lee Road at the back of No 2’s
garden.
4.

The existing flight of steps from the Cemetery
emerges into Lee Road under a wide opening. The
riverside route could connect to this provided details
alongside the back yard where a raised fish pond
has been built are carefully worked out and agreed.

4a. The owners of No 2 Lee Road are planning
extensive work to their garden. This will allow for
the path to come through at the original ground
level and to be carefully walled off as shown in the

y
C e m e t e r
sketch. Some repairs may be needed to the high
boundary wall, and one ash tree, which shades out
the garden, needs to be removed.
4b. There is an unused garden plot beside the flagged
path to the cemetery which makes for the best
place for the route although people may wish to
walk on the flags. The boundary fence and gate to
No 6 should be renewed in iron work if the owner
wishes.
4c. The route then joins Lee Road via a wide arch
through the terrace housing.
4d. Lee Road itself is lightly trafficked and suitable for
people to walk and cycle.
4e. In the event of failure to reach Lee Road via the
preferred route as detailed, a standby option
could be to run the path up the centreline of the
River Irwell on a bridge connecting the riverside
downstream with the car park to Lee Road. This
would certainly give a striking option but it would
not be a cheap way of resolving this vital link.

If Ormerods were to redevelop this east end of their
works then the bridge could simply cross the river to
a new route on their side.
5.

A new link across this rough ground 60m long will
need to be evenly graded to give an easy slope from
Glen Street to the new Futures Park Mountain Bike
Centre.

6a. The footway link would need to follow the road
frontage for a little way. The photograph shows
the existing “segregation” on this narrow pavement
which cannot be considered particularly suitable for
shared use in its current width but this maybe the
only practical way to bypass the Ormerod Works.
The pavement is narrow and it is not clear if the
main road could be reduced in width to gain space
for a shared use footway.
6b. Here the footway is much wider and a cycling
route could be marked out with careful attention to
crossing the works access areas.
John Grimshaw April 2013
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway 6.2km : Proposed route at the foot of the slope below Fairwell Cemetery

Sections beside the river at the foot
of the slope up to the cemetery

Steps to cemetery
still accessible form
new path

Remove fallen trees
and construct new
path 2 – 3m wide
adjacent the foot of
the slope

View looking towards
cemetery steps showing
relocated path
Bollards or granite blocks
either side of the two entrance
doors to provide protection
for the householders and a
space for them separate from
passers-by. Alternatively one
block could be arranged as a
seat and positioned on the side
towards the Cemetery steps to
ensure that walkers and cyclist
did not come too close to the
front doors

Width
varies

Path turns away
and drops down
into wood at end
of wall

Remove setts
and asphalt
through
archway in
order to ensure
that the surface
stays dry and
does not splash
the houses

Section
Rip-rap or
mesh blankets
to stabilise
slope

B. The arrangement
across the slipped area

Excavate ground
back to original
level, bring in good
soil and plant
vegetable garden

Wrought iron
railings to enclose
planting to create
privacy for No.5
Garden
gate for
No.6
2 – 2.5m wide link path
finished in asphalt

2m

Detail at
Lee Road

scale 1:100
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Remove granite
blocks and
asphalt to ensure
complete drainage
at all time to stop
splashing on walls

Place free
stone blocks
either side of
the doorways
to prevent the
public coming
too close and
giving a safe
space for the
residents
View looking out towards Lee Road
Construct
masonry
boundary wall
2.0m high from
the final ground
level

Plant with
ornamental
evergreens
to give some
privacy to
No.5’s window

Section

Set path at
convenient
height.
Excavate
surplus
material and
spoil on site

At back of garden of No 2 Lee Road
showing path fenced off against the wall

Link to
cemetery
steps

New masonry boundary
wall 2m high over the
whole length of the path

Cut deep French
drain to flow either
way from the highest
point of the fill area
to take water away
from the land below

Construct new path
2.5m at the narrowest
point

Excavate garden
down to stone base
and construct new
path 2.5m wide in
asphalt

New masonry
boundary wall

Route path to avoid
as many trees as
possible. Construct
path on rootguard
or similar.
New balustrade
against river
wall

3-2m

Repair retaining wall
where necessary

Reconstruct
boundary to
No 2 with new
masonry wall

LEE ROAD

A. The general
arrangement

scale 1:100

Remove tree and level ground

Existing path
to steps
diverted onto
new alignment
away from the
boundary of No 6

Sheet 2 of 2

Remove this ash
tree and clear
material back to
retaining wall

New wrought iron
railings set on the
old kerb line. Leave
space for rubbish
bin at this end and
garden gate at the
far end

Main path
to be built in
garden area
View of path looking towards the steps

Remove this tree
to create the space
needed for the path

Clear all this
material away
down to original
yard level. This is
about 1.0m lower
than the current
ground level and
the material will
be used to create
a ramp into the
woods

Approximate
position of 2.0m
high masonry
boundary wall
Position of
proposed 2.5m
wide path
View of proposed path looking towards
cemetery steps
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path
and Cycleway 6.4km : Link from Futures Park to Stubbylee Park
The Futures Park development will include a
popular mountain bike centre which will act as
a considerable magnet for visitors to this area.
Whilst the primary purpose of the Centre will be
to service the Lee Quarry and high level mountain
bike routes, the Centre will also be able to offer
the more family orientated Greenway and if
linked to the Stubbylee and Moorlands Park a
yet further style of open air recreation. These
two Parks deserve the wider reputation that this
proposed Greenway access would provide.
At present the Parks are rather isolated from
nearby residential areas and Bacup on account of
lying south of the main road. This sketch shows
the basic arrangement of a good link which
would need to be designed as a woodland walk
with a gradient of not more than 1:20 so as to
be available to as wide a number of people as
possible.
A.

B.

The first part of the route needs to be
integrated into Futures Park as a landscaped
path. The path should be designed as a tree
lined avenue and be built on a low causeway
in order to be above any flooded area.
The path should climb up through the
woodlands avoiding as many trees as
possible and keeping to an even gradient of
1:15. It should select a route of sufficient
length to gain this gradient. Some tree felling
will be necessary.

C. The path to make the best use of the ground
contours and open space to snake up the hill
at a gradient of 1:15 on each leg and level
around the zigzag bends.

scale
0

D.

Path joins existing road in park.

E.

Cut through level to the Drive as close to the
headwall of the railway tunnel as possible in
order to keep the overall climb to only 9 or
10 metres.

F.

100

Council
Depot

H. Proposed link to Lee Road and the Greenway
to Rawtenstall.
The middle to long term route should pass
up the side of the Council Depot and through
the New Line Tunnel for a direct link to
Bacup.

N
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CO

The route through to the Parks, and to New
Line Reservoir to rejoin the railway path.

G. The existing path in Stubbylee Park drops
back to the ornamental gates where a
Toucan crossing would be required to
connect to Park Road for Bacup.

I.
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1:2500 scale when
printed at A3 size
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To Stubbylee

Location

Plan of
Futures Park
development
showing the
route of the
Valley of Stone
Greenway
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
6.7km : View of zigzag ramps at Stubbylee Park
Note: The zigzag ramp will be constructed from a
combination of cut and fill shown here. In practice
each section will vary as the path is actually laid
across the ground.
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Coppice trees
if roots are
considered
to be
compromised

1
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway 6.7km : The Bacup Junction, New Line Tunnel and Sulzer Lands area
This is a difficult section of the overall route
because a number if developments block
the clear way through. This page sets out
the ideal option following closely the railway
formation and the riverside. This route
should be one adopted by the planners for
incorporation in any future development
plans. A number of short term options are
also suggested.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

The LCC works depot access runs along
the line of the old railway. Really this
could be a good route through because it
carries so little traffic.
A 4-5m section could be fenced off from
the remainder of the Depot to enable
the public to reach the tunnel. Even the
bridge over the river has a spare span on
this side.
New Line Tunnel, 110m long, would be
very suitable for taking the route though
under the main road, but at present
the Council use it for salt storage.
This activity would have to be moved
elsewhere to allow this link to be made.

Whitworth. Note that the line of the
public footpath actually goes up the hill
under the remaining railway bridge but
this has no function now and should be
diverted onto the new route.

8.

9.

12.
The path can then follow the boundary of
the old railway leaving the bulk of the site
available for redevelopment. The slope
down to the river can be treated as open
13.
space.
This link up to the Rockcliffe Meadows
development could be incorporated into
the earthworks of that development.

9a. An alternative option which may be the
best arrangement until Sulzer lands are
determined would be to follow this wide
strip of County Council land to reach
Lane End Road.

In the long term redevelopment should
provide for a level route around the edge
of the industrial site, although this is not
possible at present.

15. Make an evenly graded link to Rockcliffe
Meadows.

The Rockcliffe Meadows developers
may decide not to go ahead with the few
housing units on this site on account of
their cost. If this is the case it may be
possible to skirt the Sulzar site by cutting
a ledge around the hillside,
20but not so
high up the hillside as to incur a stiff
climb.

17. Proposed route from the Futures Park
area to Stubbylee Park. This has to
climb the hill on an evenly graded ramp.

16. River Street is most interesting as it
appears to have been constructed to a
superior standard with the river culverted

18. The Drive through the Park leads onto
Moorlands Park and a possible route via
Height Barn Lane to rejoin the Britannia
Railway Path at New Line Reservoir.

16

19. Although this industrial road is bleak, its
traffic levels are very low and with some
awesome tree planting it would be made
into a good route to the Town Centre.

15
0
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50

75

20. Failing all else a good route could be
made along the main road from Park
Road to the Town Centre. For the most
part the north side pavement and verge
is wide enough for shared use route, or
else wide mandatory cycle lanes could
be introduced.

14

100

N
13

John Grimshaw April 2013
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12

If we come across New Line main road
then there is the possibility of dropping
gradually down the bank behind Next
Century’s warehouse to re-join the line of
the railway. The only pinch point is at the
two masonry buttresses at the end of the
tunnel but these could be replaced with a
tie across the tunnel to provide the space
needed for the path to go through.

Continue the path around on the level
and then incorporate earthworks to
make for an evenly graded ramp up
to the higher railway level – the line to

underneath, with a continuation in mind,
even through the small works site which
seems to have occupied the road. If
the public could reach it by skirting
around the works area on a fenced off
corridor then this would make for a very
good toward level way through towards
Bacup.

14. The open space here coming down from
the Rockcliffe Meadows development
offers the chance of an attractive
riverside path. This should be taken
across the edge of the industrial site to
meet the road through to Park Road.

10. Continue on the railway land in counter
slip and cross Lane End Road via a
raised zebra detail.

If the ideal route through the tunnel
cannot be achieved in the short term
then the route to Bacup needs to cross
the New Line main road to Park Road.
This would require a set of Toucan lights
because visibility is not too good. In
addition of Park Road was closed off
to through traffic at its south end the
junction would be easier to achieve.

The path could then keep to the level
along the line of the railway and then
along the bank to the south of the river
before cutting up through the old railway
sidings to join the route of the railway
to Whitworth. Also provide a link to
Parkside.

11. Link up in the space adjacent to one of
the warehouse units to connect through
to The Sidings for the route forward to
Britannia and Whitworth.

9a

5

4

7
3

9
8

2
18
1

10

17

View of New Line Tunnel from
Council Depot entrance

11
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale
Railway Path and Cycleway - Options at Bacup and Lee Road
The Ormerod Factory east of Holme Street is a
significant obstacle which has caused a widespread
search for alternatives. These are summarised on this
plan, which also shows the variations which may be
possible to reach Bacup Town Centre and the start of
the Britannia sections at New Line Reservoir.
1.

2.

This was the original favoured route along the
riverside which required land agreements with
2 and 6 Lee Road to reach that road via the
archway between 2a and 4a. This option has
been abandoned because the terms demanded
by the landowners involved land exchanges not
acceptable to the Council.
A route along the pavement is possible. It would
be desirable to widen this by about a metre and
this should be possible as the road is fairly wide.
However on the far side of the road cars already
park up on the pavement so maybe peoples’
perception is that it is not as wide as it looks. This
option gives a direct way through to Futures Park
and should be pursued.

3.

The old road up to the Cemetery runs through
attractive beech woods to reach the open spaces
of the Cemetery itself. The main road through this
is fairly level and leads to Cutter Lane and the top
end of Lee Road. There might be the option of
dropping down here back to Futures Park but this
would possibly be seen as too much of a diversion?
The route is only a right of way on foot.

4.

Once up at the level of Cutter Lane it would be very
desirable to run all the way on the level around the
hillside to New Line Reservoir. The only snag to this
is the deep valley on the way to Lee Farm. For this
to be an option a new level path would need to be
cut around the contour through the lower part of
Lee Quarry, taking account of a number of streams
and drains to be culverted. Such a level link would
be a valuable addition to the Lee Quarry mountain
bike network.

5.

The Cemetery link could be avoided by using Acre
Mill Road leading up to Cutter Lane.

6.

The Stubbylee park link is an essential connection
to draw the Park into the Futures area and thereby
extend the opportunities of the planned centre and
cafe. This link can readily be extended through
Moorlands Park to Height Barn Farm.

7.

Proposed link along the field boundary to New Line
Reservoir. This completes the railway path route on
a delightful alignment, BUT it does bypass Bacup
which needs to be separately considered.

8.

9.

The New Church Road is wide and has the potential
for either cycle lanes or a shared use footway on its
western side. To reach the road a Toucan crossing
is needed at the entrance to Stubbylee Park on the
New Line Road. This is much needed anyway to give
access for pedestrians to the Park.

10. Again in the future the New Line tunnel would make
for the optimum way to Bacup and it would also
be used for a number of activities associated with
the Futures Park Centre – e.g. climbing. However
this route will require the Council’s Salt store to be
relocated.
11. Again the ideal route would run along the line of the
former railway to reach Lane’s End Road and the
Sidings for a direct and easily graded route through to
re-join the main railway path at New Line Reservoir.
12. Yet another option is to follow this field edge to
Bacup and this link would usefully be incorporated in
the Rockcliffe development.

In the longer term a level route should be reserved
through the factory areas constructed in the old
station area.
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
6.6km : Options for connecting Futures Park with New Line reservoir: The Moorlands Park Route
1.

2.

The eventual route could follow the general line of the former
railway via the New Line Tunnel and along the railway to
Lane End Road. From there a link connects to sidings and
another stone track to New Line itself. This road is wide
enough to accommodate a central island for a final link to
the Reservoir Path and the railway route to Whitworth.

6.

Close the existing public rights of way through the farm
buildings.

7.

Continue along Height Barn Lane.
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Sketch showing suggested path along field
boundary towards New Line Reservoir

The

2

Stubbylee Park

3

Sidings

7

5

12

4

8
9
6
Height Barn option:
see separate page

Possibly widen the footway along the south side of the main
road to allow for shared use.
Replace the existing quaint bus shelter with a modern
design.

5m

1

l

k

Negotiate a 5m wide wayleave along the top edge of this
field and divert the existing public right of way which runs
right through the Height Barn buildings to this new route.
Continue this diverted route through Moorlands Park to
reconnect on the track to Moss Meadows Cottage. The
sketch cross section shows what this length of path would
look like, fully fenced from the rest of the field and planted
with a line of avenue trees.

3m

Lane End Road

Pa r

5.

Existing
fence

nd s

Continue through Moorlands Park although here the paths
are narrower and there maybe merit in a certain amount
of reconstruction work to make for a good route ending at
the boundary wall of the Park opposite the field boundary
beyond.

3m wide bitmac path on 3.5m
wide stone base

New post and rail
fence for horse
paddock

Replacement right
of way through
Moorlands Park

or l a

4.

9.

Paths through Height
Barn to be closed

Mo

Follow the existing drive through Stubbylee Park.

8.

Public footpaths

Detailed proposals for creating a link from Futures Park
to Stubbylee Park have been agreed in principle with the
Council. Linking the Park to the proposed café and visitor
centre is a valuable connection in its own right. It could
also be the start of a route through to New Line Reservoir
if the eventual route along the old railway proves difficult to
achieve in the short term.

3.

To Bacup Town
Centre

To The Sidings

Zebra crossing
of main road

New Line Reservoir
Possible
location of
modern bus
shelter

10. Construct a final link to eh reservoir path with a new bridge
over the stream overflow all so to give an easier approach
and gradient to the reservoir path.

11
Section

Remove boundary wall
as far as the headwall of
the culvert. Replace this
with a steel balustrade
for maximum visibility to
the path behind
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Cross section of small bridge set on
existing masonry walls at level shown in
photograph such that cascade is falling
away below deck of bridge

Existing rustic
bus shelter

11. Existing path connects through to Britannia railway path.

10

Path to be
constructed on fill so
that it does not cut
into reservoir bank

Mark shared use
path out on wide
footway

12. The link to the sidings can cross the main road via a central
island and then follow this wide footway to connect through
to The Sidings.

Detailed plan
of crossing
New Line and
reaching the
reservoir path

View along proposed line of path

John Grimshaw July 2013

Construct 2m
wide link path
rising at 1:20.
Excavate out spoil
material to leave
grassed slope
Use this material
for path up to
reservoir

Join
existing path.
Widen this to
2.5m if possible
Continue
climbing at
1:20
Alternatively widen footway by narrowing road
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
7.2km : The Height Barn Section
Th

e
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di
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s
Reservoir from
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point
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The fenceline
looking towards
the reservoir
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This connection from Moorlands Park
to New Cut Reservoir provides a
wonderful greenway avoiding the main
road. Its possibility depends entirely
upon the support of the landowners
at Height Barn. The details of the
proposals and the rearrangement of
the existing public footpaths must
be such that their operations are
enhanced, rather than to the contrary.
The notes here explain the bare bones
of the proposal.
1.

2.

3.

6
4.

5.

6.

The existing paths in Moorlands
Park lead up from Stubbylee Park
and Futures Park, to give options.
The public footpaths would be
diverted from running through
Height Barn to this route through
the Park. This would also need
to be allowed as a permissive
route for equestrians if they are to
connect through this way.
The new path to be located at
the top of the field, tucked hard
under the Barn and fully fenced
and planted so that it is secure
and the public invisible from the
neighbouring property. See next
page for details.

7.

8.

Cross Height Barn Lane and then
cut away through to the fields
beside the farm storage area
Continue along this boundary
fence. Note the path to meet
the boundary to the east of
the caravan, and the adjacent
property to be shielded by 3m
wide evergreen hedge.
This hillside section crosses a
number of boggy areas where
the path will need to be carefully
built on low causeways with
good drainage under it. As far as
possible even out the undulations
of the hillside to give an even path
gradient.
Just before the beck double back
and make a path of even gradient
around the hillside to reach the
existing path and bridge. Again
the route crosses boggy areas
and will require careful drainage.
Alternately construct a zig-zag
in this gully to take the path at
1:20 down to join the route of the
board walk which would need
to be reconstructed as a stone

8

causeway set on a drainage
blanket so as to allow water to
continue to seep through this
boggy land and to maintain the
plants either side.
9.

John Grimshaw July 2013

The fenceline
looking towards
the reservoir

Existing concrete bridge will
require new steel balustrades.

10. Join the New Cut path which
needs to be widened.
11. Construct a new ramp in fill at
1:20 gradient.
12. Widen footway into the road as
far as needed to make a good
crossing of New Cut. This may
require the existing bus stop to be
demolished and a new modern
one located a little further down
the road.
13. Create a continuous shared use
route on the footway and through
to the Sidings.
14. The Sidings follow the general line
of the former railway and provide
the basis of a route through to
Bacup.
Aerial view
of farm
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
7.2km : Link to the New Line Reservoir : Options at Height Barn
f

4

3

5

3
2
e

7
9

10

1

a. Height Barn Farm House

b
a

d

8

6
b. Stone Barn
c. Outbuilding

c

d. Garage

11

e. More recent outbuildings

13

12

f.

Location of Moorlands House

12
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scale
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1.

Path taken through area of ruined house in order
to keep its route well away from neighbouring
boundaries.

2.

Path option to run just below outbuildings as
shown in the sketch.

3.

Secure boundary comprising 2.0m high security
mesh, 2.5m width of dense evergreen hedging
(reinforced with hessian whilst getting established)
and an outer stock proof field fence.

4.

Existing boundary fence at bottom of field.

5.

Field gates rearranged to a convenient line.

6.

Option for gate across drive once it is no longer a
public right of way.

7.

8.

Route to cross Height Barn Lane and then to
follow field edge so as to give maximum privacy to
Moorlands House.
New construction to cut off behind farm area to
reach through to New Line Reservoir and route up
the Britannia Way.

9.

25

Alternative option to run down farm road between
buildings as shown in the sketch,

10. Demolish existing shed and fence path off from
remaining buildings. Close this access to the field
so as to keep the security hedge intact. Consider
extending outbuildings “e” to give more privacy to
Moorlands House.
11. Possible allocated compensatory land to be agreed
for the reconstruction of demolished shed and
creation of path through farm.
12. The public footpaths would be diverted from
running through Height Barn to this route through
the Park. This would also need to be allowed as
a permissive route for equestrians if they are to
connect through this way.
13. Possible site for equestrian area.

50

75

100

Barn
Sketch showing alternative locations of
proposed path at edge of field and through
Farm Yard
2.0m high mesh
security fence
Dense planting of
evergreen bush
2.5m

Height Barn
farmyard

Barn

wide
path

Field fence
Barn
2.5m

2.5m

Varies

Boundary
fence

g fie
Gr a zin

The proposed locations of the path options
showing distant from neighbouring boundary

ld

20 – 25m

2.5m

3 – 5m
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
6.9km : proposed link from Lane End Road to The Sidings, Bacup

D

BACUP

ND ROA

5m width for
2-3m wide path

Take path
around
existing
trees in this
area

L ANE E

Remove
existing
fence

Route to follow
‘The Sidings’
to rejoin the
railway at New
Line Reservoir

5m

Possible ‘zebra’
type crossing

Cut through
boundary
fence here

Existing
works gate
to remain
unaltered

N

SID

ING

New security
fence from green
weldmesh or
similar on steel
posts

S

Alignment of
proposed path to
Rawtenstall

TH

E

Cut ramp across
sidelong ground to
avoid clump of trees
and devise a 1:20
ramp gradient

John Grimshaw 13 December 2012
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The Greenway route
Key links
Existing traffic free path

Detailed drawing
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Map 3 : Britannia to SlingCo

The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
1.

2.

The summit needs a commemorative feature if possible a
stone arch to commemorate passing from one side to the
other or a small 15 foot high tower to enable one to stand at
1000ft above sea level. It may be worthwhile excavating out
Old Lane to achieve this feature, although the summit would
then be somewhat to the west of the bridge, whereas the
original railway summit was to the east.
The Whitworth Greenway was constructed in 2008 to a
very good standard and runs all the way through to Crown
Parkway North in Whitworth. It is though interrupted by
housing developments and the loss of the two key bridges
over Old Lane in Shawford and Oak Street in Facit where
minor roads are followed.

3.

Here at Shawforth, Old Lane drops down and then the new
path climbs steeply up 7 or 8m to the line of the old railway.
An almost level route could be created by building a new
path along or close to the woodland boundary. This would
make a real improvement especially for children and those in
wheelchairs for example.

4.

This short section winds behind a low hill which immediately
transports one into the open countryside and away from all
traffic and built up area. The surface all through is excellent
and should be used as the standard throughout for the
Rossendale and Rochdale Greenway, except that we would
prefer not to see the use of concrete edgings which are
urban in nature.

5.

This agricultural track with its massive stone walls is a very
visible reminder that we are in a country whose stone was
the all consuming material of choice.

6.

The connection here is much too steep. Most people would
walk up Oak Street and its ramp, and would go too fast
going downhill. A much better gradient could be readily
excavated in the embankment and a zig zag ramp as shown
in the sketch would have the advantage of also showing
people down. At its foot it would be worth negotiating with
neighbours to see if the ramp could avoid even the bottom
section of Oak Street. And this route would also provide a
very useful playing field access.

7.

Springside is also the source of some flooding across the
finished path to the south.

8.

SlingCo is one of the most significant barriers on the whole
route (another being the Buckhurst Plant Hire Company
at Waterfoot). It will be crucial to negotiate a route one
side or the other of this important factory, to provide all
the necessary quality security fencing and to promote the
Company’s support of the project through this crucial link.

Key
The Greenway route
Key links

The Britannia Section

1

Existing traffic free path

Detailed drawing

2
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At present the path goes out onto the main road with no way
to complete the connection.
8
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway : 6.4km : Repairing the Britannia Section
This is an attractive and rather unexpected section tucked
away out of sight from the main road. This was the
railway’s final climb up to its summit which in fact was to
the east of the Old Lane Bridge.
1.

Route comes along the back of New Line reservoir
and makes contact with this car park where it needs
to be separated by bollards.

2.

Reconstruct the lower path to 2.5m minimum width
with grass verge for horses.

3.

This is the most striking bridge over the whole route,
yet it now only serves a field!

4. This lower section has a good, large and adequate
drainage ditch although the path is greatly eroded
from the flood caused by the slip further east.
5.

6.

This slip blocked the ditch and dammed the water.
Treat this as a feature and shift the path to the higher
side as shown in the sketch. But take great care to
ensure that the water MUST return to the ditch, rather
than damage the path. This should be via a short
section of lined channel.
Reconstruct this ramp to be a single straight slope
at 1:20 gradient. This connects to the Deansgreave
Development.

1of 2

6a. Ensure dropped kerb to cross road for Britannia
Development.

11. Construct through this flat area on a 200mm
causeway to overcome any flooding.

7.

The ditch here is completely inadequate and should
be dug out as shown in the section.

8.

Existing connection to be retained.

9.

Ditch to the south of this path to make sure that all
the water coming down the farm road flows into the
ditch and away from the path.

12. Tower feature to 1000ft above sea level. The railway
climbed to a height of 967ft above sea level so the
centre of Old Lane bridge is approximately 985ft
AOD. Thus a 15ft high tower feature would allow one
to stand at the giddy height of 1000feet above sea
level, which is remarkable considering that we are
only 7 miles from Rochdale.
13. Start of the Whitworth Greenway.

10. Cross the farm road. This runs on the site of the
former bridge over the railway station which was
situated in a cutting below.

14. Popular footpath along top of cutting.

Britannia
Housing
Site

C3. View from Deansgreave Road Bridge
showing slipped area and subsequent blocking
up of ditch. The path should be rebuilt on higher
ground to the right.

C2. View showing how path has survived better with a
very deep ditch alongside. The French drain should be
continued on the right

C1. View showing loss of all stone material down to the fabric
base of the existing paths. This is the result of severe erosion.
The work required includes – excavate out large ditch to left
of path (south); install French drains to the right of the path;
and reconstruct path finished in dense bitmac to resist water
flooding in extreme conditions.

6a
3
C0

1

4

Deansgreave
Development Site

2
Section 1

5

C4

7

6

8
9

Section 3

Section 2

C2

C3

14

C4. View of ramp area with zig zag in distance

Section 4
C1

10

11
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C0. View of farm bridges. Fell all tress to
open up views of thin fine structure

12
13
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway : Repairing the Britannia Section

Path to divert to north
side of cutting on existing
raised bench. Gradient
changes not to exceed
1:20

Section 3. Typical section (looking east)
required for whole length east of the blockage

Section 1. past slipped area (looking
east) showing path at high level

Grass verge for
horses to use

Consider drainage
at top of slipped
area

Concrete channel
300mm deep, 600mm
wide to bypass slip

750 deep ditch
is essential to
ensure path is
not eroded

Slipped area to
be left in place
as feature and to
stabilise remaining
material in side of
cutting

1m

Excavated material used to
create a spiral ziggurat with
a summit at 1000ft AOD

Section 4. through path (looking west) as it approaches
farm road showing essential drainage ditch

1m

3m

2m

French drain full
length on the
north side

Section past slipped area
(looking east) showing
path at high level

New 3m path to be built
100mm proud of general
surface so as to ensure
there is not future erosion

New ditch 700 deep dug from farm
road to bottom of cutting

2of 2

MAIN ROAD

Bacup

Li nk

ad
to r o

10m
scale

Whitchurch

Path to pass under
remaining masonry arch
with headroom of 2.5m

New Line
Reservoir and
to Bacup

Slopes
planted with
low shrubs to
stabilise fill

Excavation so
as to allow path
to drain away at
1:100

Infilled railway cutting (approximate)

3.0m wide path
Summit seat
arranged
for the most
widespread
views
Link to Deansgreave
Development. The
whole route form the
housing, across the road
and down to the bottom
of the ramp should be
finished with machine
laid bitmac 60mm thick
and 2.0m wide. This
finish is essential to
prevent erosion.

Deansgreave Road Ramp to Britannia Greenway
The existing used access is rather too steep and its
zig zags are difficult to use. It should be replaced
with a straight ramp made from earthworks as
shown in the detail.

Lookout feature at Britannia Summit

Slope planted
with low
shrubs,
heather etc.

Note: this arrangement is designed
to create both an arch feature at the
summit in the form of a fine masonry
arch, AND to create a “tower” feature
with a summit at 1000ft AOD

N

Start the ramp falling away from the road at a
gradient of 1:20. This will be in CUT and the
material taken out should be used to construct
the sections in fill at the bottom of the ramp
In this area the new
ramp will approximately
correspond with the
existing

Continue
eastwards infill
to meet the rising
main path

1.0

Excavate down in this wide verge to give
a 4m wide bench on which to construct a
2.0m wide finished path on a stone base
2.5m wide

Existing steep bank to
remain and as far as
possible its vegetation
undamaged

2.0m

2.0m
If there is sufficient material it would be very useful
to have a branch going westwards for people who
want to go towards Bacup. The gradient of this leg
can be steeper at 1:15 because those in wheelchairs
can use the main ramp.

Cross section 2. through Deansgreave
Road Ramp looking east

Use material from
the cut above to
construct the lower
part of the ramps

Main path at existing level but
widened and finished off 2.5
-3.0m with a machine laid bitmac
surface laid on a stone base
throughout
Maintain existing
substantial ditch

John Grimshaw March 2013
3.0m
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
10.2km : To avoid dropping down at the demolished bridge and then climbing up the hill again

1.

Link across wide grass verge to run on
a LEVEL alignment to join the railway
sidings.

2.

Proposed new path, 160m long running
along the former quarry sidings. Thread
the route past any significant saplings
and trees.

3.

Existing drop down to road.

4.

Link to existing public footpath.

4

1
N

O
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ne

2
3
N
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scale

Construct new path on a level alignment cross this open
space and through the corner of the woodlands to rejoin
the existing path at the top of the current steep access
from Old Lane. This area is all the location of a former
stone quarry with a tramway running back to a large
stone crusher situated near the main line railway
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John Grimshaw July 2013

100

Key
The Greenway route
Key links
Existing traffic free path

Detailed drawing

Hi John. Just a reminder that you were going to design a new ramp at Old Lane, Shawforth, on the Whitworth section, along the lines of
the top photo.
The other two photos I took on the way back from surveying the Bacup link. Not Simon King standard but then he has better lenses than
me and he doesn't have to take his photos from a moving cycle. No time to change to a telephoto lens but they might feature in some of
our publicity.
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Path can continue in
cut provided it does not
excavate into the space
covered by canopy of
the mature trees

The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
11.3km : Access to playing fields and new 1:20 ramp off Oak Street, Facit

Commence excavation
about 40m north of
existing access point so
that path has dropped by
2m at the gate

Plant finished slope
with copse of trees
to deter people from
taking short cuts down
the slope

160

140

120

e
e
r
t
S

100

20

40

O

Current
ground
level

Section 1.

All existing
mature trees to
be retained

80

a

k

Excavated slope
planted with
copse of trees

t

This end of the
embankment
excavated right back
to create level for
access road and
material for ramp

Access road set on the level close
to the railway boundary. Material all
excavated away to form new path
ramp on zig zag. Matched cut and
fill with no material removed from or
brought to site

60

Section 1

This lower section
of ramp all on
fill from material
excavated

N

4.0
Section 2

Boundary of
railway land
Path excavated
to climb at 1:20
3.0

Access road 4m
wide on 10m bank
drops down 2m to
Section 3
level of playing fields

New access road
to playing fields
as required

Current
ground level
Path and access road on fill.
Path climbs at 1:20 access
road drops down

Section 2.

Key
3.0

1.0

4.0

The Greenway route
Key links

Path at
existing
ground
level

Existing trees

Existing traffic free path

Fill

6
Detailed drawing

Section 3.
3.0
2

1

Playing field
access road

Path
continues
to climb at
1:20

2m

Plant
slopes
2

2m

N

1

Fill
John Grimshaw 13 12 12
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway : Link path at SlingCo Ltd
Note: this dimension may need
to be reduced over a short
section critical for lorries turning.
This to be checked on site with a
typical lorry

Typical section
alongside river

New ‘paladin’ type
steel mesh security
fence 2m high
(green) on steel
posts

3m
Remove
existing
fence
New safety
balustrade where
required. Set back
from edge of path

3m

Steel mesh security fence detail

2.4m

Photo at typical section showing position of proposed new fence
Remove palisade
fencing and
replace with
balustrade rail

Level off bank
where there is
space

0.7m

Use existing surface
where possible or
construct a new path
2.5m-3m wide

45° splay
over 4m
length

Fence parallel
to end of works
building and 5m
surface

Current
SlingCo
boundary

2.5-3m
wide
path

This land to be
transferred to
SlingCo

Fence to
join with existing

Typical
section

N
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Fence 1.0m off
access road

Set fence
to corner
of kerbs

Keep 3m from
boundary if the
corner of this
brick wall can be
modified

a

c
30m

E xisting path to Facit

b

Fence 5m from
corner to allow for
earthworks

d
Path set In 4m
wide cut at an
even gradient
Surplus
material
spoiled on site

e

SlingCo Works

Fence
3.0m from
boundary all
through

SlingCo Details discussed with Kieron Huston 22.08.13
a.

In this area set the fence to a curve to match vehicle movements - min distance 2m from boundary.

b.

Start climbing at an even gradient from the end of SlingCo’s tarmac so as not to lose height. This first section will be a
low embankment and will require a slightly wider area of SlingCo’s land. This is provided for.

c.

Cut this first section as a ledge on the side of the old railway land. Use the material to make section (b).

d.

This section will be a cutting in the level open land, of maximum depth 2 - 2.5m. The sides of the cutting can be 1:1 as
this is well compacted material, and finished with grass seed. The path should end up as an even gradient - from the
tarmac road to SlingCo’s hard standing.

e.

Use all the material from (d) to make this viewing mound. It will be approximately 4m high, its side slopes shall be 1:2
and the whole carefully compacted. Finish off with the flat rock by the present gate, arranged as a seat. This will make
a clear way marker on this route. Note this seat stone should line up with (f) and the Church Tower.

f.

Position one of the cubical rocks from near the main road on the centreline of the incline arranged to be a seat. This
will identify this important location from a distance.

John Grimshaw 8-12-12
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Map 4 : Whitworth

The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
1.

SlingCo is one of the most significant barriers on the whole
route (the other being the Buckhurst Plant Hire Company at
Waterfoot). The proposals for this crucial link are shown in
the sketch. At present the path goes out onto the main road
with no way to complete the connection.

2.

The route follows along the Crown Parkway which is built
along the course of the railway with easy gradients. This is
a long section on road and not much can be done about the
situation except to

−

Minimise the traffic using the road

−

Making it all a 20mph road

−

Planting trees in all the possible verges to enhance a
woodland avenue effect

−

And taking care to provide for a through route for walkers as
well as cyclists. This might possibly follow a line nearer the
riverside and take advantage of playing fields along the way.

3.

This large Persimmon Housing development does give a
very useful opportunity to make a connection through to
Whitworth Community High School. The link is shown in the
detail and would be a real advantage to pupils and staff.

4.

The current path very sensibly ramps up to this bridge to
make a valuable route to Wallbank, but it is very steep on the
southern side. So the current reconstruction here to build
the route under the bridge for a level way through is very
welcome.

5.

The start of the Healey Dell Greenway does need to be
commemorated at this boundary.

1
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3
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Key links
Existing traffic free path

Detailed drawing
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
13.4km : Link to Whitworth Community High School

Rossendale
and Rochdale
Cycling route
along Cowm
Park Way,
constructed on
the line of the
former railway.

N

Detail showing potential link to Whitworth
Community High School via a short link from
the Orama Mills Development

Whitworth
Community
High School

View of School Drive

Map showing the significance of the Orama Mills
link to Whitworth Community High School
Proposed additional gate
for a staff member to man
during hours of school
arrival.
All pupils in this
northern part of
Whitworth currently
have to reach the
school via Hall
Street. They would
avoid this congested
area if they used the
proposed Orama
Mills Link

This would be instead of
having to man the gate
at the end of the drive by
Hall Street and so would
be more convenient and
effective.

Short link from
housing cul-de-sac
to join school drive,
outside proposed
new gate
Space to be left in
development for this
link to the school

Detail
Cycling link
included
in current
development
plans

Whitworth
Community High
School access
comes off Hall
Street

School land
used as
informal nature
reserve

Hall Street
carries all the
traffic from the
Wallbank area

scale

Rossendale
and Rochdale
Cycling Route

The effectiveness and popularity of the proposed
Greenway will depend upon the convenience of
access and links to it. Each development along the
route offers the chance of enhancing the Greenway.
Here at the Orama Mills site there is the added benefit
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High School.
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Map 5 : The Healey Dell Greenway

The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
1.

By any standard this is a memorable section of the route with its
passage through the Healey Dell Nature Reserve and its highlight
being the Spodden Viaduct. Some repairs are needed to the
potholes in this first section.

2.

The Mary Townley Loop uses a short section of the path at this point.

3.

The boundary gate to Rochdale has a kissing gate across it. This is
the first barrier across the route since Rawtenstall and its removal,
although desirable, has to be considered carefully in the context
of the management of the Nature Reserve. There are two others –
under Station Road and at Dell Lane – and ideally all three would
be opened up. This ia the location of the Bagden Quarry Tramway
Marker Stone.

4.

The Healey Dell Viaduct is a spectacular highlight of the whole route.
The level of the surface needs to be carefully repaired at the manhole
covers either end of the bridge and the surface throughout smoothed
off. This is one of a number of repairs and improvements which
Rochdale Borough Council is currently putting in hand.

5.

A level connection to Dell Lane could be made by cutting through the
boundary wall just before the start of Campion Way as shown in the
sketch.

6.

7.

The Shawclough Road crossing is possibly the most difficult
crossing on the entire project. A first stage solution is in hand, as
shown in the sketch, but in the longer term a central island, with a
zebra crossing and/or traffic lights are required.

1

3

2

N
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The Greenway route
Key links
Existing traffic free path

There is a maze of nearby paths in the Foxglove Court and Betony
Close area which need to be connected to the railway path by a
good ramp. A signed route to Paton Street is required with dropped
kerbs to that road.

8.

At Lower Healey Lane a removed bridge has left steep ramps and
difficult drainage. These issues can be resolved by lifting the path as
shown in the sketch.

9.

Oxford Way requires dropped kerbs in the short term and if possible
a revised pavement priority crossing and the removal of restrictive
access controls.

Detailed drawing
available separately and
not included here

5

7

10. The Whitworth Tunnel often floods and proposals for dealing with
this by running a causeway through are shown in the sketch.
6

11. A level access to Joy Street can be created at this point which would
greatly improve access to this path, as well as provide a convenient
works and maintenance access point.
12. The Fieldhouse Road crossing needs to be defined as shown in
the sketch, and at the very least dropped kerbs installed and the
crossing painted over the road.

8

9

10

11

13

13. Woodlands Road is the existing tarmac lane leading down to the
Spodden Valley for the direct route to the Town centre.

12
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Rossendale and Rochdale Greenway and Cycle Route Project
5. Dell Lane Link

6. Crossing at Shawclough Road

The present link back to the railway path is steep
and long. This could be avoided by making a new
link off Dell Road, through the boundary wall just
to the west of the last garden of Campion Way.
Here the difference of levels is less than 600mm,
the existing path is good, and the narrow bridge at
its end poses no problems. The sketch shows the
arrangement of a short length of path kept close
behind the wall till it cuts back to join the existing
path at a location chosen to minimise tree loss.

This is probably the most difficult crossing on the whole Rawtenstall and Rochdale path. Traffic is fast
and heavy. The best option would be a new bridge details of which should be drawn up in case funds
for such a scheme become available. Otherwise a toucan light crossing is required, or a central island
achieved by a section of road widening which would allow the road to be crossed on two stages. This
arrangement is shown in the sketch.
If funds are not available for this then at least make FLUSH kerbs and paint ‘elephant’ footprints to
reinforce the importance of this crossing.
Following a site meeting it was agreed that the best arrangement would be to double back the path
on the east side so as to emerge on the road opposite the existing link on the east side. This zig
zag should all be built to an even gradient ending up with an almost level approach to the road. Any
excavated material should be lost on the site in the form of small landscaped mounds.

Sketch plan of proposed
Dell Lane Link

Cam

pion

The ramp from the east was constructed at a later date and is not properly surfaced. This should be
cleared out and finished with compacted stone at least 2.5 m wide. Ideally this would be finished with
a sealed surface and the approach to the road marked with give way signs. Again the barrier is not
appropriate and should be removed

Way

Ramp
at even
gradient
down slope

To Healey Dell

New central
island

Boundary
of garden

2.5m

10-20m link to suit trees
Flush kerbs both
sides of road
4m gap in wall

Dell

Lane

Scale 1:1,250
Existing
path to
Healey Dell

Link through to railway from
Dell Road so as to avoid the
long drop down the hill

Excavate the
link path to Dell
Road 2.5m wide
and dropping at
gradient of 1:20

0

metres

Sh

Remove retaining wall
over a 4m length to
allow for path

D e l l
Dell Lane
Repair
potholes in
Dell Lane

100

aw

cl

ou

gh
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Shawclough
Road crossing

Add zig zag to bottom of
ramp to emerge at the
desired position. Tarmac
whole length of ramp so
as to prevent erosion on
this comparatively long
slope

L a n e
Widen existing
link and provide
flush kerbs both
sides
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Rossendale and Rochdale
Greenway and Cycle Route Project
8. Overcoming steep gradients at Lower Healey Lane

7. Paton Street entrance link: new ramp

The removal of the original bridge
has resulted in steep ramps and
drainage problems. The best solution
is to raise the path by 2m which
would greatly ease the gradients to
1:20, build up Lower Healey Lane
either side and install a good culvert,
500 dia. to carry the water diagonally
across the route to link existing
ditches. The sketch shows this
arrangement to make a permanent
solution to problems here.

Widen and repair
linking paths as
required
Ramp constructed
from available fill
to make a 1:20
Connection to the
paths

Greenway
route

There are at least 2 points where the public scramble up the low embankment to join the Greenway.
Choose the most popular location and construct a ramp north of the trees from available material.
Then make a 2m wide path all through.

The earthworks should be blended
into the existing path with the aim of
reducing the existing gradient to 1:20
so that the route is suitable for those
in wheelchairs. If necessary the top
of the slope could be cut down a
little to make the whole as gentle as
possible.
The Lower Healey Lane path needs
to be ramped up either side as
shown in the sketch, and through to
Bentley Street, the east side ditch
needs clearing right out and the path
repaired.

Sketch of earthworks
at Lower Healey Lane
showing paths on 2m
high embankment

Path from north is built to
the east side of the route
and climbs up to the path
at gradient of 1:12

Culvert takes
existing drainage
diagonally across
route

H e a l ey D e l l

2.5m Ox ford Place

Path to the south is
built on west side and
drops from the main
path at 1:12

Compacted stone
path on Lowtrack
or similar locally
won fill

1.5
1
2.0m approx

1.0

2.5

1.0

500mm dia culvert
10-12m long

Local borrow pit provides
material from adjacent
lump of land or excavate
upper sections of main
path down by 15m either
side to provide materials
for embankment

Section through embankment
along line of culvert
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Rossendale and Rochdale
Greenway and Cycle Route Project
9. Crossing at Oxford Road

10. Flooding at Whitworth Tunnel

This has no dropped kerbs. It would be best to install a
revised pavement crossing with drainage pipes adjacent to
each kerb. This will have the joint effect of slowing down
traffic and giving path users some degree of priority. Failing
this, FLUSH kerbs and red colour would be a possible
solution.

Because this is in a hollow it collects a good deal of surface water which takes
some time to drain away into the old railway drains. The solution discussed
is to lay the path through the tunnel on a LEVEL causeway from the west end
(the uphill end) of the tunnel. This will be about 800 -1000mm high by the time
it reaches the eastern portal from where the path should start to rise shortly
to meet the existing alignment. A shallow drainage channel can be left on
the south side (the path must be 3m wide for maintenance vehicles). This
will provide a certain amount of storage. BUT the largest part of flood water
storage should be achieved by excavation back to the retaining wall feature
down to the original railway level, so as to give a large soak away area. Indeed
this retaining wall may have been constructed by the railways for this very
purpose. Note that the excavated material does not need to be removed off
site but should be dumped in a landscaped mound nearby. This mound should
take the form of a bank across the slope between the two paths to act as a
small water trap to catch most of the water running down the slope and allow
it to seep away through the fill than to fill the soak away area. Note this work
was completed August 2013.

Are the “K” frames now required here in that the path is well
established, and to the west at least there are numerous
openings onto the path which do not cause a problem?
Neighbouring Lancashire has a policy of removing all such
barriers. The sketch here shows these being replaced with
bollards to prevent vehicular access. The existing works
gates can be retained although the sketch shows more robust
single tube gates for this purpose.
Alternatively the existing arrangement can be retained by
the gates locked open against a second post to give a 1.5m
opening. This solution would be cheap and will enable the
path to be sealed off again should motorbikes become a
problem.

Excavate all this material against
the existing brick wall to create as
large a soakaway area as possible

Path to go through
level at +1m at east
portal

Slope down at
1:2 to create
drainage this side

Replace
barriers
with friendly
entrance
A possible ramp
to the Whitworth
Road Link

3.5m wide level
Area for flood
storage

Raised
pavement
crossing for
priority
Works
access

A new crossing of Oxford Road could greatly enhance the continuity of the route

View of Whitworth Tunnel showing flooding

View of completed work August 2013
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Rossendale and Rochdale
Greenway and Cycle Route Project
11. Proposed Joy Street Entrance

12b. Crossing at Fieldhouse Road

View from road looking towards path. Make this entrance for the construction of the
Whitworth Tunnel works and then leave it as a very useful level access point.
The best location for the crossing
is some 10m, east of the red brick
boundary columns which rather
obscures the view along the road.

Remove
selected
trees

A FLUSH kerb is required either
side, with links back to the current
line of the path. “Give way”
markings should be provided on the
path and across the road red colour
and “elephant’s footprint” squares
would be appropriate to make it
clear that pedestrians and cyclists
are expected on the crossing. A
raised pavement crossing would
be even better, in that it would give
a clear passage for the vulnerable
users, walkers and cyclists.

3m wide works gate with
1.2m wide access gap
adjacent

Flush
kerbs

On the common side the path
should be swept back to join these
existing in a smooth curve as shown
on the sketch. On the north side
the existing ‘K’ frame entrance can
be retained but once through that a
short new link to connect through
to the northern of the two existing
paths will be required.

Main route to
Rochdale

Raised crossing with
Greenway route flush with
footway

New crossing to Cronkeyshaw Common

Remove barrier

If funds allow it would be most
valuable to erect an entrance
feature or gateway at this
point, so as to advertise the
fact that this is the start of the
greenway route to Healey Dell

Plan showing arrangement of Joy Street access
Linking path
New access
to Joy Street
To Whitworth
Road Tunnel

Finish off
boundary with
gate as required

N

Reposition
railing
Area to be used for
stockpiling stone

Fieldhouse Road needs a raised pavement crossing and the paths arranged to line up with the
start of the railway path proper
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Map 6 : Rochdale Town Centre and Station link to the Canal Towpath

The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
1.

The Railway Path Greenway ends
on Foxholes Road where it would
be appropriate to make an entrance
gateway as the starting point for the
whole greenway route to Rawtenstall.

10. Similarly Church Lane has been
suggested for the route going
northward. Again it is not suitable
on account of its steep gradient and
uneven setted surface.

2.

Regent Street could be much
improved by avenue tree planting.

11. Maclure Road to the station will have a
cycle route along it.

3.

Jermyn Street leads to existing toucan
crossings over Yorkshire Street, the
pedestrianised area in front of the
church, and the toucan crossings over
the main road (John Street) for the
Town Centre.

12. The Lincoln Street is currently the only
way onto the canal. This will require
contraflow cycling on the road from the
station, or use of a widened footway

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Its pedestrianised section could be
available to cyclist before 10am and
after 4pm as is the case with the foot
streets of York. This leads direct to the
town centre. It is clearly the best route
for pedestrians, at all times, and for
cyclist outside the core hours.
Penn Street is very steep and at its
bottom gets mixed up with the whole
old bus station area to be demolished
and so does not, at this stage at least,
offer a useful way through to the
Centre.
Bell Street is less difficult and it would
be practical to work out a cycling lane
through the upper part of the shopping
street to provide a link from Yorkshire
Street. New Street can then deliver
cyclists to the Town Centre clear of the
old bus station.
Once the Metro works are complete
it will be clear that the only practical
route to the station must follow the
same general alignment for the best
gradient, the smoothest surface
and the most direct route. Detailed
arrangements and signing will be
required to enable cyclists to use this
route easily. There will also need to
be a number of connections through
to the new Council Offices, the bus
station and other destinations in the
centre of town.
River Street/Barren Street has been
suggested as being suitable for a
signed cycle route in a southwards
direction. It is not – it is too steep.

1

13. The ideal route to join the canal would
be via the station subway and existing
bridges under the railway, and options
should be tested against this.

N

14. The canal basin and junction is quite
complex. The ideal route would
be incorporated in any canal basin
redevelopment and pass under the
road bridge to ramp up to cross the
Oldham Road at grade. The towpath
route under the road climbs steeply
by the upstream lock and is not really
suitable for promoting as a cycling
route.
15. A route from the station to Mitchell Hey
is the only other option for a signed
and promoted route. This would go
via Broadfield Park and the existing
cycle path to the Town Hall. It is
circuitous but could be usefully signed.
Here at Drake Street, Ann Street is
to be blocked off and the detailed
arrangement should connect to the
existing light controlled crossing to
reach Church Stile.

Photo 2. Yorkshire Street
from above Bell Street

2

3

Photo 1. Yorkshire Street looking
towards John Street

Photo 1
Photo 2

4
5

7

Photo 3. Bell Street looking
down towards Baillie Street

6

Photo 3

18
Photo 4

19

9

8
16

10

17

Photo 4. Church Lane with wet cobbles

15

16. Sparrow Hill makes for a good start for
this route.

20
11

17. The existing signed connection
through the Park is steep and needs to
be reconstructed to give much easier
gradients.

7

12

18. Existing cycling route to Town Hall and
the Town Centre.
19. A route following the general alignment
of the Spoddon Valley would be really
useful and is described on the next
page.
20. Existing signed route joins the canal
for Oldham and Manchester.

14

13

8

Photo 4

Photo 5. Rochdale Canal at Oldham Road
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© Crown Copyright. Rochdale MBC
Licence No. LA 100023108 (2013)
0

metres

1000

T h e Va l l e y o f S t o n e G r e e n wa y : A p p e n d i x 1 R o u te D e s c r i pt i o n a n d D e t a i l e d Pr o p o s a l s : O c to b e r 2013

42

The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
Linking Healey Dell with the Town Centre, Broadfield Park and the Station
1
2

9

11
10
17

This map outlines the two
opportunities for making a good
connection to the Town Centre, the
first by the Railway Path to Regent
Street and the second via the
Spodden valley.

11. Follow Spod Road past the
closed factories and along the
riverside.

1.

Railway path to Healey Dell
Viaduct and Whitworth.

2.

Railway path currently
undergoing refurbishment.

13. The mini roundabout on
Spotland Road and the closed
Bridgefold Road lead to this
attractive way past the cricket
ground.

3.

From Foxholes Road this route
follows minor roads – Regent
Street through to the existing
John Street crossing.

4.

Works needed at Yorkshire
Street to reach the Town
Centre.

4

12

4

13

5.

Past the Town Hall
constructed from local stone.

6.

Existing link to Broadfield Park
could be improved.

7.

The Church Stile/Ann Street
link takes the cyclist through
to the station.

8.

Existing signed route to the
canal towpath.

9.

Woodlands Road provides an
excellent tarmac route down
to the floor of the valley.

5

15
14
16

7

6

8

10. Share a short section of
Parsley Moor footway.

12. Good path beside the river
needs some repairs.

14. It would be good to make a
link beside the Bury Road if
possible to keep the traffic free
feel of the route through tot
the river.
15. Bridge over the River Roch
is closed to traffic and leads
through to quiet roads.
16. Dane Street is a very difficult
problem which has to be
resolved as it controls the
access to the Town Centre.
Some slight narrowing of the
traffic lanes is required in order
to deliver a wider footway
which can be designated for
2 way shared use pedestrians
and cyclists.
17. The route through Falinge Park
and across the Commons
completes the Greenway
network in the area.
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and
Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
Option to reach Rochdale Centre
Via the Spodden Valley
1

The Spodden Valley is an extraordinarily beautiful green lung, which
reaches right close to the centre of Rochdale. In parts it is also a
hazard to health as a consequence of the details left over from Turner’s
Asbestos.
Gradually these matters will be dealt with and these pages show how a
Spodden Greenway can be pieced, or can be enhanced as developers
came forward! In the meantime the existing rights of way are useful
routes.

Map 1
1.

The Healey Dell Railway Path.

2.

The existing access link with a kissing gate at the bottom by Dell
Road, and a rather steep section near the top.

3.

Large concrete blocks prevent vehicular access.

4.

Woodland Road was originally finished in stone setts some of which
are visible below the tarmac. No work is needed to the surface.
There are clear signs all along the route advising the public to stay
on the road.

5.

Lovely views over the rivers and lodges (lakes) which eventually
should be available for public use. For the moment a few seats
looking out over the valley would be welcome.

6.

The ornamental cast iron railings should be refurbished in any final
scheme, and should be incorporated in any future development to
maintain the Greenway Route.

7.

Proposed new ramp to Dell Road so as to overcome present ramp
gradients.

8.

The Shawclough Road crossing requires specific detailing such
as Toucan Lights to provide continuity for the public. The Access
barrier prevents easy use by cyclists and the east side ramp is now
much too steep

9.

2

3
9
8
7

4

A

For easier gradients suitable for wheelchairs proceed by Campion
Way and provide dropped kerbs to the Foxglove Court link and then
a short new connection to the main railway path.

5

6
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and
Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
Reaching Rochdale Centre Via the Spodden Valley
4c

Map 2 : The Spodden Valley – Spod Road to Spotland Bridge
1.

2.

Across this former bus standing, a line of rocks could
be used to define the route. Throughout this section
works should be limited to managing vegetation until
the surrounding area is considered safe for the public.
Note if the site is eventually developed this road may be
required for traffic but this should go no further than the
Spodden Bridge before veering off into the site.

10. Over this upper section the path was a stepped ramp
with brick paving. It is now in a rather poor state and
could be rebuilt in its original style.

The Rookery Manor Road entrance is largely blocked
by a pile of random free stone blocks. A little work
to stack these in some order would create a more
attractive entrance.

12. This is a most useful school entrance for pupils coming
from Spotland Fold.

3.

This short section of footway could be designated for
shared use with flush kerbs either end.

4.

In the longer term a link path through this lush
vegetation would bypass this climb up and down, and
avoid traffic on Woodlands Road.

5.

Spod Road had a footway on its south side. It might
be worth clearing this back when redevelopment gets
underway so that walkers can avoid any traffic.

4a. Useful steps to Thrush Street can be cleaned up and
repaired.
4b. This well used link to Shawclough Road needs to be
enhanced in any development especially over this
lowest section where it is squashed behind security
fencing.

11. There are extensive views from here including of the
“Cotton Famine” Road snaking up onto the Rooley
Moor.

13. This long ramped path is an alternative to the steps. Its
mass concrete retaining wall is of note.

1

B

2

3

4b

4
5

C

14. Existing kissing gate to the start of the well defined
riverside path. This could be widened a little by cutting
into the bank.

6
4a
D

15. Repair this bridge and link path to make a good route to
school.

9
7

16. This is a picturesque path all through.

10

8

17. A monumental flight of steps to Edmund Street attests
to a public value of this riverside greenery which was
once far greater than at present.

E

Spod Road Bridge gives good views of the River
Spodden in either direction.

7.

The road serves small holdings here and is occasionally
blocked by a car.

8.

In 2013 this new path was built to bypass Spod Road
and to open up a small field in the bottom of the Valley.

9.

A memorable flight of stone steps could be repaired
and would benefit from a new handrail to replace one
long lost.

12

13

18. The path is well separated from the Scout Building.
19. Entrance and gateway to Spodden Valley.

14

4c. This important link to the Spodden Valley is potentially
an attractive green lane. Along this section brutal
concrete boundaries have been erected along the path
– unnecessarily so as there is much unused lane below
and the fences should be repositioned some 3 or 4m off
the path to allow vegetation to soften the urban feeling
6.

11

F
16
15
17

Continuation of Spod Road looking towards Mearwood
Fold. This path is generally good with a low bank against
the river bank. Widen path by cutting into hillside to achieve
2.5m. Over 2 short sections the4 bank itself needs repairing
perhaps with a simple revetment made from concrete
railway sleepers held in steel stanchions which can be
extended to support a parapet rail

18
19

45
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
Reaching Rochdale Centre Via the Spodden Valley - Map 3. Spotland Bridge to Broadfield Park

3

1
2
4

5

1.

Provide crossing of Spotland Road. A
zebra crossing set well back from the
junction would be best.

7.

Mellor Street is easy to follow but
industrial in nature and not suitable for
novice cyclists.

2.

There is ample width for a wide shared
use pavement here, carrying through each
minor side road.

8.

Cross the road and the river here by
careful design of pavements and the use
of a zebra crossing.

3.

Follow this cul de sac to the factory gate.

9.

4.

The Primrose Street works development
plan envisages a cycle route through past
the riverside.

5.

6

7

6.

Make a clear Spodden Valley gateway at
the start of this works link which allows
the public a glimpse of the river.
Holmes Street is a quiet road which could
be enhanced by tree planting.

This development site is an excellent
opportunity for making a riverside
promenade on the very last section of the
Spodden before its confluence with the
Roche.

10. Bridge over the Roche at this junction of
the rivers to reach the shopping area.
11. Pedestrians can follow routes past the
shops.

12. This narrow subway is very useful but not
particularly suitable for shared use.
13. Cyclists should follow the pavement
around the site, possibly with some
widening.
14. The existing traffic lights have pedestrian
crossing phases which could be permitted
for shared use.
15. Over a short 15m section remove the
parapet wall and provide new railings to
gain valuable width and visibility as shown
in the view
16. Open space

17. Widen the footway either by renewing the
highway lanes on this wide road or by
reconstructing the low retaining wall.
18. Existing shared use crossings.
19. Existing link to Broadfield Park.
20. Suggested new path to ease gradients up
to Sparrow Hill.
21. The Church Stile/Ann Street link is to be
provided by the Metro scheme utilising the
existing pelican crossing
22. The Drake Street Tram route will make the
best cycling link from the town Centre to
the Station

Gain 350mm by removing
parapet wall and surfacing over
retaining wall
350
300

8
9
5

Gain an extra
300mm at
handlebar level
by cranking
new balustrade
as shown. Bolt
the steelwork
to the outside
of the retaining
wall.

11
10

4

12

1

3

Detail at Dane Street. Over a short section between
the start of Norman Road behind this view and the
open green space just ahead, there is a 15m stretch of
narrow path which cannot be widened into the road.
This sketch shows how extra width can be gained and
visibility enhanced by removing the parapet wall and
providing a cranked back parapet.

13
14

2

View at start of Mellor Street.
1

Move kerb out to reduce width of road to single lane. Use
the space gained for making a wide shared use path and
planting avenue trees

2

Mark out line of supermarket entrance sweeping around to
the north

3

Wide shared use pavement

4

Avenue trees to link paths and open spaces together

5

Once at Norman Road there is a good grass verge

15 16
19

G

H

I

17

J

18
20

22

21
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The Valley of Stone Greenway : Rossendale and Rochdale Railway Path and Cycleway
Reaching Rochdale Centre Via the Spodden Valley - Map 4. Link via Cricket Ground and Bridgefield Street
a

a.

Crossing Mellor Road junction will require careful
thought for both pedestrians and cyclists.

b.
c.
d.

b

i.

Bridgefield Road is closed to through traffic and is an
attractive way now.

The bridge is rather strange with heavy parapets and
a particularly severe gate especially for an inner urban
area. There must be a better way of managing this.

j.

The Cricket Club access road could benefit from
avenue tree planting to disguise high security fences.

Cross Norman Road and widen footway for shared
use.

k.

The footway can be widened into the road here as
shown in the montage.

The direct route goes through the car park and a new
ramp on the desire line would make a very useful
connection.

College Road Route to Town Centre

e.

Attractive green lane with paving and lighting.

0.

Pedestrians could enjoy the walks along the hillside.

f.

Consider modifying approach to crossing to slow
cyclist down coming towards the road downhill.

1.

Cross College Road.

g.

Existing island crossing

2.

h.

Widen footway for shared use0and continue smooth
paving though car park to bridge.

Existing wide verge could be used to make more of a
tree lined promenade.

3.

Provide priority crossing of College Road.

c
3

2
1

1
4

Widen footway by narrowing road taking out central
hatchings.

5.

Widen footway into College Grounds. Replant hedge
nearer buildings.

6.

Include for shared use in the redesign of these traffic
lights and in the approaches to the junction.

7.

Widen this lower path past the formal memorial
gardens.

8.

Join the promenades in front of the Town Hall.

6
d

5

4.

5

7

e

3
2

4

f

8

h
2

i
g
Dane Street pavement reconstruction looking
towards Norman Road. Over this short length of
Dane street, the footway is too narrow for ready
2-way cycling. A number of actions could improve the
situation.

j

k
1

1

Reset this single lamp post in the grass behind the
retaining wall

2

Widen the footway by shortening the straight
ahead towards the town centre lane on the far side
thereby gaining road space

Along Norman Road looking towards Bridgefield Street. Cross
Norman Road at a convenient point, possibly via a central
island, to reach Bridgefield Street

3

Ample green grass here to provide a wide path

1

4

Alternatively negotiate to reconstruct wall 2m
further back into the bank

Shared use surface 3.0m wide, taken across side entrance
via a raised pavement crossing for continuity

2

Continue avenue tree planting and link Broadfield Park

5

Plant avenue trees to “extend” Broadfield Park

© Crown Copyright. Rochdale MBC Licence No. LA 100023108 (2013)
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Appendix 2 : The Valley of Stone Greenway: Rawtenstall Section to Rochdale Station

Schedule of Estimates of Costs

1 of 6
1: Rawtenstall Station to Hill End Lane – 1670m

RAWTENSTALL

This first urban section runs mostly on roads as the Bocholt Way bypass is
routed along the line of the former railway.

BACUP

Cloughfold
Rawtenstall
Station

m
Rockcliffe

Newchurch

1km

Existing cycling works, crossing and
shared pavements from Station to Town
Centre

Na

1.2.

Town Centre route to be incorporated in
eventual redevelopment

Na

1.3.

Kay Street to Bacup Road following
existing roads where no works are
required

Na

1.4.

Mark out “turn right” waiting area and
arrows at link to under bridge

1 000

1.5.

Connect under Bocholt Way via exiting
under bridge
– some work to smooth off setts would
be useful

2 000

1.6.

Fallbarn Road has a string of harsh
potholes which need filling

3 000

Britannia
Waterfoot
Rakehead
Lee Quarry

Shawforth

These schedules set out the range of works required
to make an excellent route for walkers and cyclists.
Equestrians are provided for over appropriate sections,
or routed along braided ways to provide a continuous
journey over useful distances. The schedules are broken
down into 21 sections, each one of which is useful in its
own right, but each of which will benefit from the next
to generate more and more trips. In some cases the
sections are in use already but can be improved by better
details, a smoother surface or improved connections,
especially across the main road running up the floor of
the valley.
The works required cannot all be carried out at once.
Some will depend upon actions and developments by
others, whilst some will require substantial monies and
so must wait for the opportune funding. However this
schedule will give a guide to what is required and will
provide a framework for the project to be realised in
stages.

Millgate

Facit

WHITWORTH

£

1.1.

scale

Stacksteads

Unit
rate

Total

Wallbank

6 000

Tonacliffe

2: Hill End View to “Visitor Centre”
– 930m
Broadley

Note: a sum of 20%s should be added for
signing, engineering,
management and contingency all through

Shawclough

ROCHDALE

m

Unit
rate

£

2.1.

A substantial entrance feature is needed to
mark out the start of this Greenway route to
Rochdale. This is also the junction with the
Ding Quarry Tramway which needs to be
marked out with a rock and plaque.

6 000

2.2.

Whilst most of this path is in good condition
the crossing of Lench Road is awkward and
on a steep side slope. The “ogee” blocks
shown in detail will slow traffic and give a
firm crossing.

2 000

Total

8 000

Spotland

Rochdale Station
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Appendix 2 : The Valley of Stone Greenway: Rawtenstall Section to Rochdale Station

2 of 6

Schedule of Estimates of Costs
3: The Buckhurst Plant Gap “Visitor Centre”
to Depot Gate – 550m

m

Unit
rate

£

3.1.

Cut formation all through, balancing cut
and fill to produce an evenly graded route

550

30

16 500

3.2.

Fence field sections from livestock

200

5

1 000

3.3.

Security fence over Buckhurst section

300

20

6 000

3.4.

Spillway works and water control from
pond and culverts across stream

3.5.

Gabions or similar around steep sections
of ground, allow for 1x1x2m long units

60

100

6 000

3.6.

Provide uphill, French drains over whole
length

550

20

11 000

3.7.

Lay stone surface 3m wide on
polypropylene

550

50

3.8.

Lay 60m machine laid bitmac 2.5m wide

550

50

3.9.

Provide new entrance gate to works

3 000

3.10.

Landscaping works

5 000

10 000

Total
4: Depot entrance to Waterfoot – 575m

m

Unit rate

This section follows existing roads. Some work
could usefully be done to the unadopted section.

6: Rakehead Lane to Blackwood Road – 700m

Unit
rate

£

8: The Ormerod Works Gap – 420m

6.1.

Fell trees all through

3 000

6.2.

Earthworks at Rakehead ramps both sides

15 000

6.3.

Earthworks at Blackwood ramps including
stump removal

20 000

6.4.

New French drains alongside earthworks

6.5.

Repairs to culverts and cross drains

6.6.

Construct new path all through

530

100

53 000

6.7.

Fencing either side of Rakehead Lane

50

20

1 000

6.8.

Entrance gates

2 000

27 500

6.9.

Landscaping and tree planting including
seats

6 000

27 500

6.10.

Brandwood Quarry Tramway junction stone

5 000

500

20

£

5 000

Total

8.1.

Widen the footway by 1-1.5m by carefully
narrowing the road so as to allow shared
use

8.2.

Mark out clear crossings of factory
entrances and shared use of wide footway

8.3.

Construct new link from Glen Street to
Futures Park at an even gradient

7: Blackwood Road to Holme Street/
Newchurch Road – 830m
7.1.

m

Unit
rate

£

Provide Lee Quarry Tramway stone at
bridge to mark the railway down from
quarry

Unit
rate

£

100

300

30 000

70

10 000
60

120

7500

Total

47 500

7.2.

Widen path around recreation ground

17 500

7.3.

Construct new entrances either end to
emphasise the ground and plant avenue
trees at factory end to make this aspect
less bleak

8 000

m

Unit
rate

£

9.1.

Path through Futures Park to be part of
development but include a quarry rock to
mark foot for Lee Quarry East Tramway

9.2.

Zigzag ramp up to Stubbylee – allow

2a.

Sum for earthworks to make even gradient
including removing trees and stumps

40 000

2b.

Allow for culvert across brook and limited
revetments

20 000

2c.

Allow for French drains as necessary

10 000

5 000

250

m

120
000
9: Futures Park to Stubbylee Lane – 760m

20 000

5 000

250

5: Waterfoot –Newchurch Tunnels
– Rakehead Lane – 965m

m

Unit
rate

5.1.

Provide new 15m span bridge on footings

10

4 000

60 000

5.2.

Provide balustrade around retaining walls

50

100

5 000

7.4.

Level route through to Commercial Street

5 000

2d.

Construct path

250

100

25 000

5.3.

Open up and repair the two tunnels

40 000

7.5.

8 000

9.3.

60

9 000

LED lighting with local supply from
Waterfoot

Repairs to Stubbylee Lane including
surfacing

150

5.4.

Ramp up to high level and include seats
for views

7.6.

Herbert Street ramp to be constructed by
factory expansion

5 000

7.7.

Mark out 3m wide route along riverside of
factory forecourt

3 000

5.5.
5.6.

400

150

Earthworks are mostly included in
Rakehead section

£

There is no ready solution to this break in the railway path. The riverside route
is blocked by No.2 Lee Road. The Factory occupies the railway. The main road
is heavily trafficked. The only practical option at present is to widen the footway
and define the public’s passage across the factory entrances. In the longer term
a scheme past No.2 Lee Road should be pursued when the opportunity arises.

10 000

113 500

20 000
Total

m

60 000
10 000

Drainage repairs to 3 cross culverts and
streams

6 000

Total

5.7.

Surface 4m wide through the tunnels on
existing ballast

400

60

24 000

5.8.

Construct new stone base 3m wide and
lay bitmac 60mm thick and 2.5m over
remaining length

565

100

56 500

5.9.

Landscaping works

5 000

5.10.

Entrance gates if needed

3 000

Total

51 500

John Grimshaw

Total

109 000

September 2013

249 500
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Appendix 2 : The Valley of Stone Greenway: Rawtenstall Section to Rochdale Station

3 of 6

Schedule of Estimates of Costs
10: Stubbylee Lane to New Line Car Park – 970m

m

Unit
rate

£

10.1.

Earthworks throughout

20 000

10.2.

Landscaping through Moorlands Park
including seats

10 000

10.3.

Make ornamental entrance through Park
wall
Provide accommodation works at Heights
Barn Farm

10.5.

Provide security fencing and dense
planting

100

10.6.

Provide fencing and gates through hard
standing and yard area

150

10

1 500

10.7.

Fence field sections

300

7

2 000

10.8.

Provide drainage blankets and culverts
access all boggy area

15 000

10.9.

Provide revetments if required at
Venomous Clough

10 000

10.10.

Construct path throughout and widen
existing path beside Reservoir

10.11.

Landscaping and seats

15 000

970

30

100

3 000

97 000
6 000

Total

Unit
rate

£

12.1.

Construct new link at Shawforth to ease
gradient to Oak Lane

140

100

14 000

12.2.

Allow for Quarry Siding Stone and new
entrances

m
1020

Unit
rate

11.2.

Construct new ditches and drains to
prevent damage reoccurring

15 000

11.3.

Construct ramped access to Stubby
Moss Farm Lane

15 000

11.4.

Construct a permanent water channel to
bypass ship area but make no attempt to
remove the slipped materials

10 000

11.5.

Construct bitmac surface throughout

11.6.

Build entrance gateways

10 000

11.7.

Excavate out under Old Lane Bridge and
construct ‘1000ft, mound with excavated
material, finishing path off all through to
join existing

30 000

50

Provide quarry stone to make tramway
junction

20 000

51 000

5 000
Total

Construct new zigzag ramp to Oak Street

3.a.

Earthworks and drainage

3.b.

New path construction

3.c.

Entrance feature to mark out this junction
of the Greenway

146 000

m

15.1.

Construct new path under footbridge
and tidy up entrance link to Massey
Croft

150

120

18 000

15.2.

Repair down to Rossendale boundary
including finishing it with sealed
surface

500

70

35 000

15.3.

Remainder of Healey Dell route has
recently been refurbished and to be
left as unsealed surface

200

200

100

20 000
5 000

m

Total

45 000

Unit
rate

£

13.1.

Repair damage at end of Spring Side

13.2.

Construct SlingCo Link

150

2.a.

New security fence throughout site

150

2.b.

Earthworks including making view
mound from spoil

2.c.

Position incline and seat rocks

2.d.

Revetments and gabions over turning
circle length

2.e.

New kerbs, where required

2 000

2.f.

New riverside parapets

2 000

2.g.

New path

2.h.

Entrance features

5 000

2.i.

Landscaping and weed control

5 000

Unit
rate

£

n/a

Total

53 000

2 000

30

4 500
10 000
5 000

20

150

14: Station Road to Massey Croft – 1760m

15: Massey Croft to Dell Road
- the Healey Dell Section – 2430m

5 000

20 000

13: Oak Street to Station Road
– the SlingCo gap - 10520m

£

Clean off existing stone base throughout
and repair damage with new stone

1020

20

12.3.

184 500

11.1.

11.8.

m

5 000

10.4.

11: Repair Britannia Greenway – 1020m		

12: Old Lane to Oak Street, Facit - 1890m

m

200

100

4 000

15 000

Total

54 500

Unit
rate

£

14.1.

Details at crossing of Hall Street

5 000

14.2.

Tree planting along road where
possible

5 000

14.3.

Link to Community High School

150

150

22 500

Total

32 500

John Grimshaw
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Appendix 2 : The Valley of Stone Greenway: Rawtenstall Section to Rochdale Station

Schedule of Estimates of Costs

4 of 6

16: Dell Road to Taylor Street – 2430m

17: Taylor Street to Rochdale Section – 2100m

Note this existing path has recently been refurbished. There are still some
deficiencies in the gradient which will need to be overcome. This budget
includes for tarmac on this urban length and provision of crossings, notably that
of Shawclough Road.

This urban road section faces change and uncertainty in the Town Centre on
account of redevelopment. The route follows the route of the new metro line
to the station simply because this is the most easily graded route and the one
with the best road surface, even though cycling was not incorporated into that
project.

m
16.1.

Unit
rate

Provide ramp to Dell Road just before
Campion Way

£
m
10 000
17.1.

16.2.

Repair Dell Road potholes

16.3.

Provide raised zebra crossing of
Shawclough Road

30 000

Reconstruct Shawclough Road east
side to ease ramp gradients

10 000

Provide dropped kerbs off Paton
Street to make link to Foxglove
Court and make link to path for easy
gradient route for disabled to bypass
Shawclough ramps

6 000

Take out Lower Healey Lane gradients
with earthworks to excavate and
construct 2m high embankment, with
culvert and cross link paths

30 000

16.7.

Provide raised pavement crossing of
Oxford Way

10 000

16.8.

Construct new level access to Joy
Street with entrance gateway

15 000

16.9.

Provide raised pavement zebra
crossing of Fieldhouse Road

20 000

16.10.

Improve junction detail at Greenbank
Road

16.11.

Tarmac all through 2.5m wide

16.12.

Provide quarry stone to mark
Turners Sidings

5 000

16.13.

Make ceremonial entrance gateway at
Taylor Street to mark the start of the
Valley of Stone Greenway, removing
wall remnant and opening out present
densely vegetated space. Clean up
cobbled side setts.

8 000

16.4.

16.5.

16.6.

18: Dell Road to Spotland Bridge via Spodden Valley – 1650m

2 000

Plant trees down the length of
Regent Street and Jermyn Street so
as to create an attractive route in this
rather bleak area

700

Unit
rate
20

£
14 000

17.2.

Improve detail at end of Lomax
street and plant trees to make a
focus

5 000

17.3.

Yorkshire Street – allow 2 way
cycling providing by signing and
marking

5 000

17.4.

17.5.

17.6.

Mark out cycle lane down High
Street as far as Bell Street, including
dropped kerbs

This beautiful route is the most direct to the Town Centre and its only
shortcoming is the concern about the old asbestos works. However the public
do use this route, which is largely in place, on a daily basis. The campaign by
the Save Spodden Valley group which perceives this area as a peoples’ park, a
‘green lung’ to overcome past animosities, sits well with this project’s aims, also
recognising that local people currently and have historically used these routes.

m

Na

Route to station provided in Metro
details

Na

Total

Clean off tarmac Woodland Road,
repair fences and position seats to
overlook the reservoirs

6 000

18.2.

Clean up entrance of Rooley Moor
Road, rearrange the pile of coursed
stone to make a formal entrance
and tarmac through to give a
smooth strip

6 000

18.3.

Mark out shared use of Rooley Moor
Road pavement and make flush
kerbs for access either end

2 000

18.4.

Reconstruct path over lower section
to Scout Hut, cutting back slope to
give at least 2.0m width

250

120

30 000

18.5.

Refurbish access from Shawclough
Road to give a direct access to
the Town Centre from the Lower
Healey Lane area. Some of this link
could be incorporated into future
restoration works on the boundary
of Turner Asbestos former lands.

600

60

36 000

18.6.

Refurbish the stepped ramp to
Falinge Fold for access to Falinge
School. Improve the footbridge link
to Meanwood Brow.

24 000

5 000

2000

50

Total

£

18.1.

10 000

Define a route from Bell Street to
Drake Street and the Esplanade as
part of the overall redevelopment

Unit rate

40 000

Total

120 000

100 000

251 000

John Grimshaw
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Appendix 2 : The Valley of Stone Greenway: Rawtenstall Section to Rochdale Station

5 of 6

Schedule of Estimates of Costs
19: Spotland Bridge to College Road – 710m
This link depends upon the redevelopment of the Primrose Street works site and
the incorporation of a good link in that development to reach Holmes Street for a
quiet way towards the Town Centre.
m
19.1.

19.2.

19.3.

Unit
rate

Provide defined crossing of Spotland
Road and shared use pavements
either die to reach Elliott Street which
runs into the works

Na

Plant avenue trees along Holmes
Street to enhance the journey
experience

10 000

Total

21: Option along College Road to Town
Centre – 710m

This route re-joins the Spodden Riverside for its last stretch before joining the
River Roch by way of a new riverside promenade incorporated into the Mellor
Street redevelopments. It ends with a new bridge across the Roch.

21.1.

Adjust footway for shared use
throughout including widening
footway opposite college car park
by reducing road width, and by
college through replanting hedge

21.2.

Provide for cyclists in the
remodelling of the St. Mary’s Gate
junction lights

21.3.

Widen lower path through to the
Esplanade

£
40 000

Link through works site to be
provided by development

20: College Road to Station via Dane Street and
Broadfield Park – 1530m

m
20.1.

Unit rate

Provide zebra crossing over
College Road and widen south
side pavement for shared use
across the River Roch to reach
the promenade

£
30 000

20.2.

New Spodden Promenade to be
provided by developer

Na

20.3.

New footbridge across the
River Roch to be provided by
developer

Na

20.4.

Modify Dane Street traffic
lights to incorporate a cycling
crossing route

10 000

20.5.

Replace 15m of parapet wall
with an offset steel balustrade
to gain width for shared use

20.6.

Widen footway through to
Manchester Road

20.7.

Gain width by reconstructing
short length of retaining
wall or revising traffic lanes
arrangements

20 000

20.8.

Construct short new ramps
in Broadfield Park to reduce
gradients

20 000

20.9.

Minor works to make the
connection from Church Stile
across Drake Street as part of
Metro

20.10.

Arrange 2 way cycling along
Dowling Street to reach station

m
500

Unit rate
100

£
50 000

Na

150

100

15 000

Total

65 000

50 000

15

200

3 000

150

100

15 000

Na

5 000

Total

73 000

John Grimshaw
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Appendix 2 : The Valley of Stone Greenway: Rawtenstall Section to Rochdale Station

6 of 6

Schedule of Estimates of Costs
Summary of Costs: Rawtenstall Station to Rochdale Station
0

Rawtenstall Station

1

To Hill End Lane including pavement sections

2

Total m
-

New
path
-

Existing
path
-

On
road

£1000

-

-

1670

500

“Visitor Centre”

930

930

3

Depot Entrance (Buckhurst Plant Gap)

550

4

Waterfoot

575

5

Rakehead Lane (New Church Tunnels)

965

6

Blackwood Road

700

530

170

144

7

Holme Street, widening existing paths

830

450

380

62

8

Future’s Park (Ormerod Gap)

420

60

250

110

57

9

Stubbylee Lane ( New Line Tunnel gap)

760

360

400

131

10

New Line Car Park ( New Line Tunnel gap)

970

790

180

221

11

Britannia Greenway reconstruction

1020

1020

175

12

Oak Street

1890

300

1390

200

54

13

Station Road (The SlingCo gap)

1050

155

430

465

65

14

Massey Croft (and Link to Community School -150m)

1760

1760

39

15a

To Rossendale Boundary (repair existing)
Rossendale Totals

1170

7
10

550

136
575

965

24
323

720

140

580

14 810

3320

6 660

64
4 830

1 512

15b

Healey Dell section to Dell Road

1710

1710

16

To Taylor Street

2430

2080

350

301

17

To Station via Drake Street

2100

100

2000

29

Rochdale Section via Railway Path Totals

6240

3890

2350

330

7180

1824

Totals for Rawtenstall to Rochdale

21 050

3320

10 550

Rochdale Station via Spodden Valley

Total m

New
path

Existing
path

18

To Spotland Bridge via Woodlands Road and Spod Road

19

To College Road

20

To Station cia Dane Street and Broadfield Park

21

College Road to the Esplanade
Rochdale Station via Spodden Valley Totals

1065

990

710

200

1530

250

710
1015

450

Na

On
road

£1000

75

144

510

60

200

1080

88

680

30

78

1870

1695

370

John Grimshaw
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